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THE FRIMACY OF THE ATONEMENT

Y I.COR.I5:3

The .Christian preacher and teacher are net te
be philesephers alene. But their msssage is pre—
scribed. It is feund in the Bible. The Bible is - my
text beek and yeurs. In it are centained thlngs very
fundamental:

a..5in. b. The persen ef Christ. c. Salvatlen

The sssentlal message of the Bible is "First ef al:
 Semething. A man asked his bey if he were te build
2 heuse where weuld he begin. He replied, "I weuld

~Put the windews in first.* This may be the treuble

with mest ef us we leave off the impertant. feunda-—

- tiens that lie beneath the greund and de tee much
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en thc windews FIRST.

First ef all means primacy. The questien cemes
what fellews the first ef all in yeur life. There
is & firgt of all in yeur 1life. Yeu need net say - -
there ig net. But what is it? Ds yeu set the Gespel
éand the Cress in the center:ef it dewn as fundamen-
tal in yeur life? -

Paul said, "I deliver unte yeu, firgt ef all——-
hew that Chrlst died fer eur sins according te the
T Seriptures.t

But what dees it mean te die? We cenfuse diselu-
tien ef the bedy with death. Jesus insisted that this
was & sleep. Little girl and Lazarus. Stephen fell
en sleesp.

What de we mean by the Savier(s desth? It is mere 1
than the cress, mere than a guivering bedy, and
mere than dripping bleed. Since Jesus died many men
have givenup their bedies perhaps in a mere herrible
way than did HHa.

_ What did it mean fer Jesus te die? It was an ex—
Tparience of the seul. Te understand we must leek

: at the serrewful way. He said,
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A. Sere amazed—-all things altered-—panic ¢f fear |

B. Began te be heavy—-crushed--—wax melting inte :
shapeless mass. ' . :

¢. Exceeding serrewful-—Caught up in cyclene ef i

grief. . . L Qe
o omoaud T =sitranginenzd min. ' 1
& {

On the Cress He had a cencluding sxperisnce.Net in.
driving ef nails but after hours of silence He cried’
"Ny Ged, my Ged why hast Theu fersaken me?"'Separated -
frem Ced. : :

)

That is death——-lidnight ef the seul. He tasted

~death for every man. Nene ef us have te taste of .

death. If we will let Him rule ineuw lives we enly
have te ge te sleep here and wake up in glery :

_ yiith the sinner it is:
I.9in and abandenment

2 .%in and hemelsssness -

- %,9in and terrible night '

Was it right fer Him te die?
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