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| If we are deing God's will, then
ourgunachicved purposes, gvan ouﬁ
:“fsq_g‘mres,"’ are mnol wasted, cven in
[this world; they “drly realized. by
ftol]'}_crs whon we have helped; others
iwho had, as we perhaps had nef, the
freguired ability and strength.
' We need to realize that the whole
regurse of the world's history has!
ibeen redeemed by its “Tailures,®noti:
by its "successes.” The withesses to
 the light, most of them, have been'!
perscculed and  exiled, zand have.
migsed neariy all the so-called prizes
{of life. Dante was sentenced to be
1burned alive if he ever eniered again
| the city of Plorence, which he loved
so passionately. John Milton lived
Jto.see all that he had labared for
go:down in ihe mad orgy of the
ReBtoration; but out of the desola-
i of his life rose the “Paradise
Logt”. and the “Paradise Regained.”
A¥ what was the mest triumphant
moment in the world's history? Was
it mot 1hat moment when all secerned
logly- ‘Was it not when human
malice had done its worst and when
Divine goodness and mercy secmed
forsaken on the Cross? And is not
Jesus, crucified and scoffed at, set
between Lwo thieves, yot in that mo-
ment of agony redeeming a lost
world and receiving a Kingdom {rom
His Tather, is not Jesus at that me-
ment the supr’?zme symhbol and proof
that ih God's reckoning “failure’’
may -mean success, “loss” may be
igain and “death” may be life? Not
:infmquent!y 1lhe greatest victories
have heen seeming defeais.
The Divine Uses of Failure.

'he steel that has endured the
most is the hest steel; it has been in
,the furnacce again and again; it hias
‘been on the anvil, it has been tight
in the. jaws of lhe-vise; it Jwas felt
the tetth of the rasp: it has been
,gmund by the emery; it has been
iheated and hammered and filed un-
Ptil it does ngt know itself; but it
Euomes out u costly knife or valuable
ppring. And i men only kinow HE
what they call their mistortunes arc
ofttimes in reality God’s best bltss-;
jngs, for they are the molding ing
flgenoes which mive them strenglh
jand edge, durapility and power, If
|through your “failure” you have
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