MaN &ND GOD GETTING TOGETHAR.
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I am not taking this text to make it appear that I think ny congregsation
ig made up of those whose hands 2re uncleen, Teither do I take it to leavs .the
impresgsion that I feel my aucdiznce to pe composed of psorls who are doubla min-
ded. I take it because it is & good text and because It micht find some one
or ones hers to whom applies. Furthermors, .because vou who are now Christians ;
were once likelv sinful and knew the gorrow, sadnsss, and hardness which went |
along with that life and now you experisnce the blessednsss ol Lhe othe kind - 9
and vou want to tell others about it. _ i

Man and God getting together was not brought about first by man asking ‘
fod+to oame down and abide. On the other hand God has been seeking Lo gel with
nan. We might be interssted to consider some of God's approaches 1O man.

I. The clouds, and skiss. Elijah was glad to see the manifesiation of God in :
a cloud no larger than a man's hand. David observed that the heaverns declare !
the glory of God and the firmaments showeth Eid handiwork. Abraham turned his
ave to the stars and heard the whisper of the Divine promise that his seed
should be like that for multituds. Whils it is blessed to seg the footprints
of ftod on the fleecw folds of thz clouds abovs and far bevond wvs but that

distance is too far awav to satisfy our hearts. '

5. Tha mountsin top. Mountains have plared a great part in god's dealings mith
man,. Mount Arswat where the Ark rested when the waters went down after the ]

Fiogds #t. HEDO & &pod o Mu. Pisgaﬁhﬁzla%%gnflégxwwbanayﬁagas_yiamad the_ -
promésed Iand. Mt. Sinai where the moral law was given to [loses. Then the |
Golgothic, Cross crowned, Ever blessed Calvary. §0d came to ¥t. Sinai. But ’

many are toa feeble to hunt the mountain and too weak to c¢limb it when found.

2. The Tabernaclée, There is a vast difference between the Divine menifeastation
in the cloud or orn the mountain and the manifestation of the Shskinah presan
cs hetween the cherwbim over the asrk of the covennnt 1n the sanctum sanctori
um. It is inde=d the seme Divimitvy but the locality is different. Manm now )
felt that Cod wag much nearer and rejoiced in their sacred worship. ' :

4. In the flssh. The cloud, Mt.,Tabermacle, eras all too much ssparated from
mén. S0 Jod still desiring to come in closex touch with straying humanitr '
made His fourth dispensational approach to nan in the nystery of the In-
carnation. 50 we sce God ever trying to gst closer while on the other hand
thare are thosse among us who try to shoeve Him off to where He 1S just & God
of machinersey interpenatratdng it but not transcending It. Think how far on
the road of rsconciliation God had come when ke was menifested in the Psrson
of Christ, the parable speaker, the miracle worker, the breaker of chains, :
the abolisher of death, and the glorisur s~iver of life and inmortalility.

5. 3ut suppose God had stopped here and not been willing to zo any further? We
would still bs in sin. But He desired further closensss so it was arranged '
that in every heart desiring Him and opening the door to Him He weould enter
and abide. This is closer than the physical visible Christ coculd get to us. :
cod in the consecratsd heart is ths nearest possible approach of G0d to man. =
fod oame then o the heavene, the mountains, the Taberndcles, into the flash,
and best of all bv the Holy 3pirit into the human heart. 3Should we not sing :

~with our colorsd brethren? - ﬂ
;nra I want_@o?e religion inm my heart, in my heart, in my heart Lord I 4
- want more religiom in my heart. ’ 3
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In the first charter of the Acts of the Apostles we have the record of the
sgcond memher of the Trinity, Jesus, ascernding to hzaven. In the second chapter
we also have the record of the third member, The Kolv Spirit, descending fronm
heaven. Christ sprinkled the throne over yonder for all Adam's race. The Holw
cpirit sprinkles our hearts here from an evil conscience. Christ makes interces—
sion for us over yonder and the Spirit makes intercession in us over here, To
hava this eonsumation of Fod' s approach ta us we must draw near to God. How must
this be done? - '

I. Cleanse your hande, ye sinners. The man who thinkg that he can just go on
with his hands all filthy with the handling of the ginful things of this world
and at the same time have God in his heart is fooling himself and himsslf a
lone. o sinful hand shpuld be put to a sacred task.

Z. Purify your hearts ye double minded. Get the single vision, which sees Jesus
and hlS cause apove any of our pet schemss.

szekiel saw this same approach to salvation. He was lad out into the watsr
& thousand cubits and it was to the znkle, two M. and it was to the knees, three
M. and it was to the loins, four m and it was a river.
In 23rd Psalm David had 2 cup religion.®My cup runneth over.® In Jesus tine
He spoke to the wouzn at the well about the Vbrlstlan as having in hin a well
of water springing up.
But in the dispensation of the Holy Ghost the cup and the well stage is
passed and God measures salvation by the rivers.
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