Y ASSEMEILE. .JER. 4:3-5

~In our scrlpture to day God is calling upon Israel to Heturn. .

" This 1ndlcate§ that at some time in the past they had been with

" HIM but that at this partlcular time they had gone from HIM. j‘

Sed to say, tais is a plcture very common to humanlty. There ls'

'_s ugh a need for constancy. In mosi any line of work, bulldr: o
a house meetlngs in the church, and in = thousand other en\f/
gagements it has to be said, "He 4id not show up today."The
most critical place it shows up is in our spiritual 11fé"That
happened here and caused God to say “RSTUEN"

Certain thin's wore to bs dons to save tawm ITom Loing into
captivity.

One thing was to breek up the fallow ground. This was a figure
of speech, of course, eand has a great meaning for us to day.
 Fallow ground means ground that was once cultivated but for ~
some time hes been lylng out. Israel was like that, and needed

' to come back to their Former activity.

{(Many %ime the land once cultivated and now fallow is more
capable of production than some being cultlvated WHAT DOES
1;THIS MEAN TO US? In any congregation there is quite a list

" of in active members. One thing that we need to do %o get ;;ﬂ;
~ back close to God is to cultlvate that inactive part of our
i'membershlp. You see how that thls will bring you closer 1o
_“God...Cultlvate them.and get them actlve and you recelive 2
spirtual blessing.

. Thirking a little further we need to cultivaie thal oulside

I'OW. You will notice that a good farmer plows on beyond his

" last row,. This destroys insects that harbor in the weeds and

‘grass and that destroy crops. This takes you into the non

~ Christain world. You can easily see that by getting into the

:_non chureh group and doing some cultivating you are g01ng to

" destrpy many things that influence church members to sin.

: The fencé corners and new ground that you take in for a time,

~ at least, produces more, then the old laﬂd g At u-u h.c.u(
To oléon J A

“But such does not’ have to be. Dlver31 ied farming has pOSSl{:/iF

of maklng the 0ld land and the fallow ground just as produc
as new ground, 411 014 grond qhould be productive but this
does not mean that new ground..new convnrts ars not to be

 gought and won,



.

oLNother p01nt brouglt out in our scripture to day is the
matter of ussumoiy. In our country we have the right for
assembly. It iw remarkable how much is done by these as-
semblies. When you want to put over a drive for Red Cross (
bulding fund for a church, or some improvement for the town“
_you usually call an assembly..a nass meeting etc.

From a religious standpoint we Eggg_mﬁgjlng to apread the
knowledge of God. Back in Isaiah 45:20 we read: mpssemble
yourselves and come; draw ye together ye that ars escaped
of the nations. They have no knowledge that carry the wood
of their graven images and pray to a God that cannot save. “:

In Joel £:15-16.. We hear again, "Blow the trumpet in Zion
gsanctify a feast, call a solemn assembly..assemble the old

- men, gather the children, and those that nurse. let the _
bridegroom go foth from his chamber and the bride from her
closet..let the ministers weep between the porch and ‘the
altar and say, 'Lord spare thy people."!

“hen Heb, 10325 we rsad, "Forsake not the assembling of
. yourselves fogether as the manner of some is.®™ All of this
\\J}would indicate that assemb¢1ng for worshlp has never been
a unanimis $hing...but required exhortation; pes aA,,,a.

Our seripture lesson to day was spoken before the €ap-
tlvity...thls was done to keep them out but they went
on did they not?

- To save them from_Gaptivity they were asked to do certain

things: v
1, Swear that the lLord liveth..thexe 1s &8 God..not be
Atheists.

2,Bind themselves 30 Cod and show that God lives in
“a, Truth, b. Judgement, c. Righteousness.

Now in getting people bound to God we should so break the
fallow ground that we may produca..CnurcL attu_uduce i
\ }<Joyful fiuencial support %o the cuurcn, end ramily a;ta;s.

_ ¥e need %o organize and assemble to keep out invaders
C::]such as dirty literature, drink, doke, vulgar minds, and
spiritual indifference.
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