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) i Chr&s;mas wessage 18/280/4I.
‘Luke 2:7.

Finsteen hundred fof%y'one vears ago thers was boru a
precious little beby at the Qggk docr of Bethlshem. & place
down there that would compare to whzt We use %0 see in our _
towns as the ;ivqumgzable ssction of the town. It was not
a discreceful piace but was popular &s & place where you went
to et conveyance to £o places. However, it was quite dirfferent
from the residential section, and did not Tesembls a ni¢é hos-
pital. It Was not & nursery ward. But right there wss where
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Jesus was bOrhe ... o0
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From all we cen lsarn about the night it wag gbill. When

we sing sbout it we say, "Silent night Holy night." The still-
‘ness that characterised that nisht must nave prefigursd the
peace that Jesus was to bring as HIS Kingdom be came established
No clouds seemed to derksn the sky but stars were seen.,I can

~ just see them showing thelir diamond faces as they smiled at
their Maker in the 1ittle manger.
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iy MOTICE HOW THI PolPLlE BICAME AWARE OF HIS PRESELCE: -

*

I. The common uneducated people, They wers Shepards who S
were tending their flocks by night. They were mede aware
by the music of song in the air....up yonder in the =ky.
it is remarkable how music and song have gone with Jesus
every where He has gone or else places He went and experienct
cas He nad caused songs to be written. 4 song did not go wit]
Him to the Cross but lock through your hymnels and see how
many songs ars about the Cross. There Was & sOng on the nigh’
when He was betraved. When He had established the Lord's
Supper the Scripture says, "And when they had sung an hym
they went out intc the Mount of Olives.uiark I4:26.

The zreat Wesleyan Revival was cheracterized by the sreat-

est nymans of the church. The hymns of the Wesleys sound
as if inspired. At Christmas time there iz nothing more in
prominence than Christnas Carmis. It is swest to go through
your town some woeks beforé Chiistmas and hear Christme~
music in the air. Vhen too when Jesus comes into a humes.
hesrt one feels like saying, "He put & new schg into my
mouth,.,"”

©. There were bthe scientists. Bducated men. They were made
aware of His birth by the stars. They came saying, ".e saw

His stap in the iast and nave come 10 Wopgnip "im.ﬁji::n?
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"he podt may have had this in 4ind whan he s2id so beauti-

fully, i .

"Lzt avery kindred every tribe on this terresirial
ball,

To Hinm ail ma jesty ascribs and crown Him Lord of

all.™
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5% Simeon..not known to the world but longing for Christ. fe

was made avare by the Holy sBririt.

How you wili notice that these vpecple comins from thelir
various posts of dutv 7ot cioser tocether as they annroached
the Christ. This has always been true. Picture Jesus there ‘
i the center of the world and the humsn race formed in a cir-
ole at ths rim of the sarth. Let them face Christ and begin to |
approach Him..all of them zed clossr together as they ap- |
proach Him.From a physical standpoint trhis would be trus of 1
snv object nlaced at the center and aporoached. But from a 4
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spiritual stan noint o approach Jessus way, of life is tne onl
aphroach that brings us closer %o¢ 2 tha3T et qVHﬁ@J?yZ:;%

3°sus was the receinient of their zifts.they offered unto U;
Hin Fold, Frankencence, and myrr. Costly zifts.They did not i
bring the top crop of cotton or the runt from the herd of

awine, but the best. ﬂv was the center of thsir aderation.

It is pitifel %o see SEEETOT our Qhristmes celebrations. Some
peonle maks the devil or their own selfishness the center of
their attention at Christras time, =nd Christ is forgotten.,
Thie oug ht not to be.

T am thinking to day of the conﬁrasts of the meus& ‘e from * ¢
the ckies on the first Christuas nizht and Trom the skizms.this
Christmes nisht. The Pirst proclaimed "Peace on aa?th and :
zood will toward men." But this yeay the bombers will say, !
"Hate in sarth, sca, and sky and 111 will toward men and re-

bOIl1on awalnsﬁ“ﬁha T

Tnstead of maling Christ the center and facing HII and
merchin. and thus coming closer to each other, rrch of the
world has turned its back on Him and marching away and there-
v ever drawing farther and Tariher apart.

liey our Good lord and ail the people Who foliow Him, hasten
the day when tne word COM: Irom ths nouta of Jesus wiil teke
the place of the word MsRCH, waich comes from mouths of die-
taters, and cause marching armies to halt, Ti: zht about facee,
lay down swo*ds and sune, Tix their eyes upon Him WHO is the |
Falres among ten thousand haronize the voices of the world
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into one song......like tuis

[

"Ch brother maw fold to thy heart thy brother ’
Vhere pity dwells, the peacs of Tod 1s there, "
To worship rishtly is to love each cther

Lech smile m hyrm zach kindly d=zed a prayer.”

Miollow with reversnt steps the csreat exanple
Of din whose holy work was deing :ood.
So shall thz wide earth seem our Fether's templs
Lach loving 1ife a psalnm of gratitude .t
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