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A LOST GONVICTION
Acts 13:10

You may become very much disturbed if you lose your hat,

your umbrella, ticket on the train, your dog, your house gu'
key, or purse. But there are other losses much more serioufy
For exzengle:

l. Your health,..meet an 0ld friend thet was once robust ete,
but now you do not know him,

2. Your good name..* A good name is rather to be chosen then
groat riches.™

3+ Your character. Much worse than losing reputation., Rep
utation what people think you are but charac
ter 1is what you are.

4, Your convistions....This is serious.

The text this evening represenis a moment of smotional siress
when St. Paul found it necessary to break away from the more
polite forms of speech and express his real convictions.

He and Barnabas were in the isle of Cyprus on, what we :
today would call, a Preaching mission. Many people were be |
coming believers(..Sergius Peuius, & Roman pro-consul wanted
to learn more about this growing religion and asked to see fz.0
Paul yielded and began to tell him asbout the risem Lord, his
own conversion ete. S0 Sergius decided that he wanted to be-
come a Chridtiam,

The devil saw that such a thing would not do at all. Now

there was a religious faker named Llymas who had a place

in the consul's court. He saw that 1f Sergius became a
Christian he would lose out so he was good goil for the old
devil to work in and so he worked..This sorcerer worked on
Sergius until he was wavering and Paul saw it.

It ia =aid that Paul's eyes were blazing with wrath and he

did not mince words..He said, “You son of the devil, you

enemy of all good, full of all craft and cunning, will -

you never stop diveriing the straight paths of the Lord?

The Lord's hrand will fall on you and you shall be blind.*

Verse 11. .

( Pierce Harris' story about the old farmer who was going %o
makd#skey out of hisamecerop..The cireult Rider said, "I em &
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good mind to ask the Lord to destroy it.™ In a few days

a wind did come and laid it flat. The next month when the
rastor was again out that way the farmer went out and met

him and said, "Parson just stop that horse.* The Dreacher
said "What for?™ Farmer said, "I am going to whip you"™ "Fhat
for?® asked the preacher, "When you w ere out here before

you said that you had a good mind %0 ask the Lord to destro=-
my corn crop because I was going to make it up in %o liquol
The minster asked, "Well did the Lord destroy it?™ *"Yes

dont you see it lying flat on the ground?™ He took horse by bit
and asked preacher to get off that he was going to wear him
out. The preacher ssid, "Well I just got this to say to you
you touch me and I will ask the Lord to strike you down,*

Now I am wondering if the conviction Paul had and expressed
is'not a lost one to day. If Paul lived to day and had studied
some of cur idealogiss 1 am wondering if hisg Janguage would
not have been something iike this? ELYMAS MY FRINND, LET US
UNDERSTAND EACH OTHER. THERE IS GOOD IN ALL RELIGIONS IN
¥OURS AS WELL AS MINE. LET US SUBMIT OUR DIFFERENCES TO A
FACT FINDING COMMITTER,.LET US POOL OUR INTERESTS AND

CRONIZE OUR EFFCRTS AND KEEP COOL./At Sovcernsy ad s loerd

Igg ié’nf%e toaké%p cooi uETess keeping cool permits a fals

philosophy to spring up end defeat the Christien gains nd
hirder the church, Then we need to rise up end have some con
vietions.. The devil is glad to compromise if in doing so

he robs you of your,Christien principles.__j/ﬁ.(a&% %
v dpesR ot B 4’4’2 : Lot pnrnsf fool ogn

Some vimes I fear that we have lost our capacity for righteous
indignation.

let us keen cool...heve nc emotions in religion..thatis %hat
the devil wants..We express our emotions on foot ball field,
and in religion we need more warmpth that we now have.

4 speaker 8% an Edison Electric Institute, ™The people of the
UsS.Are becoming refrigerator minded™ Their slogan was “Beat
the heat,"keep America cool.™ A movie house advertises, "Cool
inslde.™ A freight car was marked, “Assigned to ice service™
The. chureh is t00 cool..we must not assign our selves to

*Ige service." L

We are too much inelined to day to
See nothing..Say nothing...do notaing...be nothing.

4 man was running mayor of a certain town and one day as he
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was speaking some one asked ™How do you stend on our
building the new sehool ( Tha was quite an issue in fhe
campaign), He replied, ™That is aplein question..its a

good guestion and I am glad to answer it. Here is the way

I feel, if it is a good thing I am for it and if it is a

bad thing I am ggain it."® (r\ e .
_wﬁt);> e

Joan of Arc saw her beloved France over run..the people
cowed under,..the King complacent...army helpless...and
leaders in despair.

Led- by e deep conviction she said, "I will lead them™
The -cormander said- "They will not follow you®™

She saild, ™I will not look back to see any one is follow

ing me..my sword is sacred..I found it behind the altsr

in the Holy Church Of sSt. Cathering.where God had hidden -
it for me,® : -

Placing herself at the head of thetroops, waving her bemner
before her, looking not back but forward the intrepid maid
) only seventeen .years of age swept every thing before her
the soldiers followed apd France was s&ved.

" ¥yoU SON or THE D?VIL.aYOU EIEMY OF ALLVGOOD13F311,OF
ALL CRAFT AND CUITING..WILi. YOU IBVER STCP DIVERTING THE
. STRAIGHT PATHS OF THE LORD? THE HAND OF THS LOBD SHALL
FALL O YOU AMND YOU SHAIL BE BLIND,T™
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