Is Christienity Able?
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Friday moraing I wes in this pulpit at an early hour.,.a
sacred priviledse to any one...snd ocenefd this good book and
like the large headlines in a daily paper these two verses gi_
tracted my attention..... \5/

" The wildernsss and the solitary place shall be glad
for tnem; and the desert shall rejoice and blossom as the
roge.
It shall blossom abundantly, and rsjoice even with joy
and singing: the gliory of lebanou shall be given unto it,
a#iﬂthe excellency of Carmel snd Sharon they shall see the
glory of tne lora, anu;tnﬂ excelle“cy 0 our God."Laas
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Thess verses impresssd me as & very fitting nassaggﬂwith
which %o approach issier. Some may disagree but I belisve that

this is a prophecy of the coming of the Ziugdom of Christ.

> Here you are faced with the word WILUWRI{iSS...a ®wild place
with no psople in it...a solitary pliaee ionsly ané awsy Irom
people. Life There is just wild life. Then the word desert.. -
Which as you know is & place without geople zud even witaouh_.
vecetable life. These words give a wild, horrible, .ud dogoicts
plcture. But maybe a picture, when aphilea spzrlthaliy, not at
&ll overdrawn, of the condition of the world when Jesus came and
not over drawn for many parvs of tihe werld today...zs wWe approack
another saster season.

But that was not to be the permsnent picture of uhe wdrld.
Tho mysterlous ‘hand of a power;ul painter was to toucn it in its
dark, lonely, and barren outlock and with a brush..Divine in
its nature..dipped into heavesuns colors ¢f heaven HE was to give

it the vlizy of Lobanon and the éidzllency gf Carmel and Sharon.
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Look at lebanpon...threse qér s describe 1t...8tr0n5, ~reat

beautlful STRONG as a word useu by itself does not necessaLl;y
moan wuch...a brute is strong...GREAT by itself does not have
signifficance if the greatness is %o mean only size...BUl

STEONHG. .plus, . oHEAT . .plus..real BEAUTY makg the words to hg\J

a ireat wealth of mean1n+. In iebanon tnpra were Lhe srest csdars
i 1143 . Their zrandeur and
besuty pointed to the skys...pointed nezvenwzrd. The little it
streams continuaily trickling down the Mt. side Kept the valleys
fertile below. the wilderness with its viges, briars,reptiles
and usclessness would be lifted up to have the glory of Ilebanon.




”\%} The fox did it and ihe rabblt ran away shouting, "Brad and
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The deserts, the picture of ilfelessness,!daserteuness,
and berren-ness would be watered, visited, and cultivated
until they would be as Carmel' which means the vineyar&»of
God. It would be fruitful and blossom like the.ross theus
being as Sharon. JESUS was referred 40 as The Eose Uf Sharon.

'% As We now approach ;aster tlme we naturallv think of what

lts snake llxeﬁggigpn. We think of Charist who was kil:ed by
it but ¥ho could not be held by it. We know that He aroge...
He wes able. We are asking today "Is Christianity able?®

Conditions in the world are bad indeed. Ve bhave & dark pio-
ture.lt has the appearance of 8 wildernsss and something
'the barrennsss of a decert. It needs a beauty that it daus
have...Is Christianity able to cope with 1t"f‘€‘w‘w‘r’e‘32’4‘f‘; 2!4

; %? We will learn in nistory
that the eras whsn Cnristlan1ty was best believed and the most
sacrificially suprorted were the times of cheos such as we |
have now. Do you remember the story of Brer Habbit and Brer
fox? Brer Hebbit said to the fox, "lhrow we in ithe briar patch;
_on the sunposition that po more aruel thing could be done.

awn in a briar patch---Brer Fox..bred and bawn in a briar’
paten.m"So 1% was with Christiesnity it wes bred and bswn in

a briar patch..so to spsak..suceh as we have to day. It started
with & CROSS.It is no weak soup religion. How do thess words |
sound to vou %o day? LI ENo .y oolerl Doeet 19 frvriedd 'l
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"They ware stoned, sawn asunder,tempted, slain with the dword, |
going about in sheepskins and goat skins, destitute afflicted‘i
111 %reated of whom the world is not worthy." The Great Foundex
of this religiom saild, "In tae world ye have iribulation.®

Poverty doss somethiug to people but at the other end of the

pole wealth hurts meybe worse. Cut standing eras of moral and

spiritual insight Tor the Jews were times like that of the
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} The years right aiter the #orld war lio I. vere called good
times...but tell me what were the cheracteristics of that P~

riod?
frambling..loose 1iving..decay of citizensiip..collapss of

personal integrity..desertion of religious faith,

This is not a bad $ime or impossible Tipe for Christian

"religion for CHRISTIALIYY was bawn in a briar patch..such as

this.
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One of ismerice's greatest prsacosrs has tais to say.......
P - : i
"Out of the degpair of the sgyptian bondage came the hope of a iT
fres Hebrew peonle,v
"Out of the despeir of the zxile came the hope of s reconstituted
Jewish state.” . .
"0ut .cf the dssvair of a falliing Homan zmpirs came thu hopa af\
& universal chureh.”
"Out of the despair of the tyrannical monarchy cgme the hope of
Bemocracy "

Can we not say that out of the dsspailr of fhis war there is the
hope of a unicn of all the denominstions as they work shouldsr
o shoulder with =zach other in the commou ceuse of saving the
Cworld? o "

Our religion is the hope that comes out of Gespair
the moruing thnat is borm ocut of the night, h=slith that rises out
. of sickness, spring thet comss out of wiuter, life the®t comes
rout of dsath. The greatest Christian faith in history is always
like a Rembrandt portrait..an illuminated face shining out of
- a derk back ground.,

" The wilderness and the solitary plece shall be glad
and the desert shall rejolce and blossom &s a rose...
The glory of Lebanon shall be given unto it."

These sacred verses give. your answer 0 the guestion......
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