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y THE DOCOR IN AND THE DOCR OUT
Jno,. 10:9

The 2%rd Psalm and the tenth chapter of John seem to have

a connection. In the Death Valley of the twenty third Psalnm
the Psabmist cries out, * The Lord is my Shepherd", and in
John Jesus aaswers back, " I am the Good Shepherd.™

In the ninth verse of the tenth chapter Jesus said, "I am
the door, by we if any man enter in, he shall be saved and
shall go in and go out, and shall find pasture.™

Jesus saw the sheep in the evening entering the sheepfold
where they hed protection and felt secure back behind the
protection of the Shepherd. In the mornings He s&w them
restless to come out of the fald and go out into the green
pastures, The ALTERNATION of being in at night and out in
the day struck Jesus as typical of man. This going in and
going out was necessary to make the lambs grow and to kaep

the adult sheep ‘healthy and strong.

If you exercise one muscle in your arm altogether the al-
ternate muscle becomas flabby and weak. If you stayed in
mhe house all the time you might grow pounds but little
muscle. Rest is needed and sleep hés to be had but you al
s0 need the out of doors, They say that if a man and wife
stay in too much they become fussy...any of you know any
thing ebout that? I heard of one man who went to his pastor
and reported that he snd the misses were not doing too

well. The pastor asked what the trouble was and the man said
we are fussing oo much, The pastor told him that when they
got cross for him just to take a walk in the fresh air. A '
few days later the preacher saw the man and asked how he

was getting along. He said, "I am just feeling fine but

I have been waking lotes of walks in the fresh air."

Jesus pictured the Prodigal Som. You know the story. He
got his portion ‘of the estate that fell to him and went
into the Far country and wasted his living. When he real
"jized that he had acted the fool he began to think thlngs
‘“—-over and found that he needed a DOOR IN.

The Elder brother was a home boy. The good room at the homs

and a table loaded with good country ham, and a horse to
ride when he desired it, his pertf of the estate incresing

P ,,,,,;,,,A,,,#ii,v o 7 4




all the time was good enough for him. He stayed there and
ate and slept and worked some., He grew fat and self centered
and had no desire to get out from the security and protection
of such surroundings. When we take a serutinizing view of this
boy we naturally conclude that he needed a door OUT. Do not
misunderstand me. He did not need a door out intoc the sins of
the world but out into the pasture lands of the free song ~f
God where one may feed his mind on fresh ideas, see large.
vislons, and grow 1nto BIG-NASS of soul,«~;3 I
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It is a blessed thing that when a Prodlgal[gets enouah of T
wasting himself that Jesus offers him a door in to the con
forts and security of the Divine Household. It is ALSO a
blessed thing that, when short sighted, narrow minded, self
centered, and small souled slder btrethers are about to dry
up, Jesus has a door out for them 1o become acqualnted with
broader world Visions.: ‘

R B ’l
" 2

e et o - . ; e T -
> . v d Eae -0y

Neither of these boys was an 1deal pPerscn. Tha id=al person,i
is one, who habitually, makes proper use of the Christ Door.

¥e get some lessons from this I think. ¥e see faith going
into the shelter to meditate and receive strength from the
Divine household. Then we see it g0 out to be exposed to

the world and its needs.... _ . e

The healthy Christisn must know. the shelter of his religion.
I% is & protection against the anxieties of iife. Some over
emphasize staying in it away from the world. We are not to
hide there from the cries of the world but gather spirtual
food there that will give strength to go out into the mldst
of the fight for God, In Biloxi tiae midiotors coul wve ust

stayud i their siuciss wud SIei el 1‘00:;;;«: cz .,-_JJ.I Couml0as
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Joseph Pulitzer, in Hew York, built the Tower of Silence,

in the heart of New York Clty s0 that he would not hear the
tumult of the streets. As a Christian I must have a front
dooyvpening on to th: world, but as Walter Rauschenbusch :
said, -

"In the castle of my soul

Is a little back gate
‘whereat, when I enter

I am in the presence of God,"




You know whet it is...there are times when we need tne door
I. The Maripns likes the harbor...and then he is ready a-
gain for the open even stormy sea. We all like it is why
one of the most populer hymns we have is "Rock of iges
Cleft for me.™ and "Jsus Lover ¢f Iy Soul let me to Thy
bosom fly.”

But religion can not always be flowing inward but mustr
be coursing outward, crusading for God. It must alternate
betwsen going in to restraints and out tc the liberties of
the same, JESUS GOULL GIVE THIS 1IBERTY OF GOING OUT QHLY
AFTER  THAY HAVZ IXHARNED THE DISCIPLINE THROUGH GOING IH.

30 PRI&LDS , T0 DAY, LET US GO IH TC & CLOSL UP VI OF
THz SHAELTAR AND Tkl GUT T0 THia LONG VISTAS OF THE PaSTURE.

" Tiu THE LOOR, BY 13 IF ALY Hai L.TSH i, HY SHATL BE
SaViD, 4D SHALL GO I .U CUT, AN FIND PASTURE,®
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