THE EARLY CHURCH AT PRAYHR
ACTS I2:5.

. In the last paragraph of thé &leventh ‘chapier oI fthe Aets
;unwofwtheM&pastlesﬂwewread,Qf;anworld_faminemwhichmtoekmplace.Mu
under Claudius. In this calamity the church put forth efforts
to Tdise SCre funds. Bach disciple was deteTmined to R
,mwsendmhelpmﬁo;mhembrﬁthranwinwJudaanBarnahasgmmijﬂrmLJ&ﬁﬁz; .
selected to carry the offering to them._ ¢ free g o dls e
But the devil was at work at the same time...he is always at
~work, at the same time &ny 20od 1s being dons. His agent was
»4¥3§§gquIﬁst@&dmoﬁwlendinghawh@igingwhand_$0~$hemsﬁiferingmheh~~
set out to kill leaders in the church.He killed James the bro-
ther of John. He found that this pleased the Jows..in pleasing
‘m*$haneWS~hemwas~ha;pi@gwhis~¥mii¢icalwia¢erests1mA£ ingee
| __that he was pleasing the Jews he then seized Peter and placed
him in jail...He placed 16 soldiers around Peter to guard him,
- —-These-—men were-to-guard hin through-the -days of-unlesavened ..
! bread.....just like cowards saying..."Walt t11i he comes out
. of church."

These were trying times for the church...end in trying times
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 Let's look at that narly Church. After we have 1o0ked let's
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~ I. It was poor. I heve never found a churoh yet thet was not
“”“”?06T7”§“haVE”h@&Td“%hﬁ%“sﬁeﬁ“&ﬂdMsﬁeh“ﬁ“ﬁhﬁ?@h“ﬁ&sﬂﬁéaithy:“”
__Then it would fq%l @yn}ggmtpAgo to such a church. But when

the first stewards meeting was held they would say "All the
»m«wea&thywpeeple~efwthiswehurehwh&ve~é&eé»ermmeved~awayrw“wE~~»
have‘nBY??‘ﬁEEYE@M§MQ?U?EhMX?EMﬁhﬁfméiﬁﬁﬂSﬁ‘Sﬁy that., So 1
 can truthfully say that according to all reports, all our
‘a~m~wehu%eheswhavemenew%h&ﬁgmiaw@emmenr%ﬁﬂﬁ%m%hemeafiywﬁhufehzaw:mh
_Foverty..but &re we as poor as we seem? Let 's illustrate by
an E.league of 40 members....it is nard to find a league with
‘»w~m%£6wwithmwhieh«tawsendw%weméelega%es~%emﬁﬁsemblyﬁ~ﬁﬁraveragem
' of Bets per week for the year would place in the ireap=z—- .
~ $104, T dare say that forty members of any L.L.will a%:k,ﬁﬁf‘
- foruanywyear~onampis$ure~sh9wfper~Weekmior«$he~ys&r»@er%@er—d
son to say nothing of gas, zum, candy, smokes etc, If they
‘gave to the league per week the price of a picture show there
would be $582.40 in the Treas. But the poor dollars of the
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nation.,'he time of trlal_ggve them q_ghgngg‘to demonstnat
their faith. ’X’QAA’{ 57&%} PN d‘ﬁ‘q / %‘ | e~

4 faced & political enemy. No institution hHas ‘suffered
Yre-at - the—haﬁés—ei—klngs ‘then- the ehuzch, No-institution
. received less help from the governments tndn the church,

cust come down $0 brass tacks...Suppose thet in the 1ast 20

- years -the -goveraments—of-the US+—Great--Britan, and France
hed appropriated .the amount of money to the church that has
been appropriated to war equlpment...bulldlng hospitals ™ in™ |
- every-lené; schooling boys end girls $o-man them. What would

be the world situation to day?...Church and state schools

I have to_support both IF I stay by my church coIlege and
~do not fosake -it. - - - T

3. The _church was oreying for a ca‘turéa man., HE Was in jail,,
e HO--EUePA s -ehained - H0 NiM...four. guarded the Jail.proper, ,j
eizht others must have been placed at the gates to the othe:

two walls....but in face of all this thé GhUTGhH praye& D6
;;ywwe have -that-faith -today?- - e T — 4

ot Th ' church. . that 1s the only way the
— Aareh has,ever e ewfhlngsmhappan;Ratar<waswcarliedmhy phys-
ical force to the prlson¢.not that he resisted but flesh car--1
~ried him thHere, But & Power strongsr than bars, 10cKs, Keys "
-or-any-material or.fleshly thing was working in in his bahalq
BECAUSE THE CHURCH WAS PRAYING. If that church could pray for!
- & man bound by c¢hains should not the churen prey for menw - ﬁ
—-bound.- in sin. Peter was not.the only person hdund,ﬁixh‘chain&
' they are all around us bound Wlth chains of gold, silver,etc.

THEY PRAY&D WHEN ALL IHIuGﬁ PHX@ICAE

T - SHEMED AGAINST THEN. B

 What these prayers did. T

a. Caused angels to stir
™ Brought Peter $0 early chureéh
an'-r'pac;pd their faith in God.. .

wnen we are released Trom our ¢éhains there ave ‘five things
for us to do if we follow what Peter did when released from
the material chains that bound him:

I. Bise up guickly.We are not to delay. _



2., Gird thysel...get ready.The battle is on
5. Put on your sandals tnere is marchlng to be done.
.%s Put on your germent ...be in proper gzarb.h e
/—“{’\
—5v Fcl&owm. Toshere-we come-to rt@t—aﬁt—r%aaesm«~ -
~ PETER-TESTIFIED +THE-EAREY--CHURCH PRAYEDPREACHED; AND——
- PRACTICED A.ND THE WORI) OF GOD MULTIPLIED, B
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