- was that you had come into possession of something that

:be used of God as the great missionsry to the Gentiles.

- know any one by name. It only says, "The disciples took

- If there had been a daily news paper or an early morning

' SECOND HAND RELIGION
- a ACTS 9:25. Greenvitra

Did you ever have:to wear some clothes handed down to
you from some other member of the family? Did you ever
g0 to a used car lot and buy a second hand car? If you
did, why you realized one thing very plainly and that

some body else had owned. 4s you know some things handed
down are good and useful and others are worthless. At
any rate other hands had used them.,

In our scripture todey Paul had been in side the walls
of Damascus., He was now a converted man end was soon to-

This hed caused the Jews to rise up &as his bitter ene-
my. The gates to the city were alerted by day and locked
by night. It was imperitive: that he escape that he might
carry the religion of his newly made brethren to wider
regions., The religion that tggy;gggﬂggen_egjgg;gg was
handed on down to Paul and the hands of his brethren
helped him on to his mission.

41l of you remember the experience that he had on the ?
Damascus road when God thwarted his crueld plans and
brought him face to face with the Chirst he had been
trying to defeat. In this experience he learned two

lessong:

1. His utter dependecnce upon God through Christ.
2, His debt to his fellow men for help in troubls.

This feat of létting him escape was a daring one. Who
thought of i1t? Who dared to get the rOpeswand’the'basjf
ket and then let him down out side the walls? We do no%t

him by night and let him down by the wall in a_bagket."
He owed infinite gratitude to the unnemed friends fo:
his delivery.‘UN-NAMED FRIZNDS. C

news. cast you can be assured that Paul's dramatic escape
would have made big news.

This episode proves, among other things, that bugs\ig' ;

& hand-me-down or second hand religion. For 1 we know :

i
of God we have received from our fathers, mothers, teacher;
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and forefathers., Some tnigs, you know, grow dearer the
longer they prevail, the more they are cherished from one
generation to another. The angﬁz is, however, that we
may fail to sse % &t have handed o faith
to us, fail to see the hands and Tecognize the hands that
have let us down-the walls in safety from the enemy of
our immortal sculs. And failing thus we might fail to
see and to feel our déPendence on that part of the cgpréﬁ“’
that has already gone on to heaven thet places around us
"so great a cloud of witnesses." I wonder if there is not
& basic reason here why some Christians g0t together in
the ginth century and formed All Saints Day to pay tribute
at least,

For all the saints, who from their labor rest,

Who Thee by faith before the world confessed

Thy name, O Jesus, be forever blessed
Alleluia! Alleluial

When we speak of second hand Teligion I am thinking of all
the saints, whose hearts and hands in past days have led
ugin straight paths and pointed ocut to us, sometimes at
 great personal sacrifice, ""This is the way walk ye in it.»

¥hose hands weee they? Besides the saints of centuries af
ago you will, as you think on this, remember your dear
mother, father, maybe a pastor, school or Sunday school
tggéher. They mey have been hands beldngiﬁé}é face that
smiled under adversity, and gave you strength when your
life seemed fraught with bitterness and dread. .

The thing that matters most is not whther we remember gll
the hands that have helped us but that we understand that
all the saints who from their labor rest, have been at work
in our behal?,

We should realize th not co the gospel of .

faith, hope, and love by which we live but that we have

received it from hands beyond our hands. <&V;§ff§?7’7
Filp f /- A/’

Furthermore, we need to remember, as Pau “%ﬁ&

we heve %0 depend on God. When science has made things sc_ -

easy for us we must take pains to see God(s hand at work

in the soil, the sunshine, and the rain to say nothing of

His Spirit that works hard upon the stubborn hearts of men,

s
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Here 1t 18' "He hath no form nor comlmess, and When we
shall see Him there is no beauty that we should desire

‘ presiden’c 5 U.S. Seria 5or Lodge opposed it on the o
D grou‘“d””that —““*J:e would bé ‘socrali:y—unampta’biv*ﬁomina‘w" -

R melimuajmmnmﬁeﬁmmmj
is not for him." o ‘

5 { wrote a comment oﬁ the galley
' proofé'rr ‘nope “that your mext novel will be ampler and
v moze;adulnemu&o—hm_ﬂmt_iuﬂtmLmay_Qi the_wg:cld.
So if you are doing your best and the world is not ac—

ceptlng you Jusf rememﬁer that meTHF figh‘f‘tr"““‘

T Lt S —

w;ﬁ 1 sm IEE‘Q_ w‘a ew‘en‘ﬁ_ng_wun nls Me

. under wa,ter trips which he wa.s maklng every day could
1ot be done, and to.Ld nim that 11 he made any MOTe of_
a_—_wmthem,rhe_uculd be thrown in_ \_.ilg; e

hen Igge e Eorest claimed that hﬁ au i:o;_x tube m;.gm ;
— _r—‘_wsom&d&y mnsmit—the_hunm_vgm
_ Ocean, .a New York. district atrgourney pleaded with the
judge to send the wicked man to prison, . TJ;a:b's ’eh.e o
—-world -for you. 8o if God is telling you that yournacts ——
_are right do nom‘mm Anks. ‘

——,

- i, el

- S0me- of%e—greatest_decisms being made to da,;;.a:ce%ﬂ
~mede-in living rooms ‘but the world does not know it .
3ome of the most hero: tles are being faught on N
. _sick b &mmmmeam_maemw '
contem_per 7 workd sees through ‘e glass darkly Ly
~«~—"only in later years, de m W
--thinegs ~thay have- been pu’cting fi;\:s_t thegppu:t;lastanﬂ,
thipgs’ they have been putting “last they are putting
- first. WA SUE Tives PIN GUR L“EEIS OT\x ﬂuj‘f\O“R}_‘PﬂR
- TONS, e —_—




The foolishness of God is wiser than men nad the weekness

of God is strcngery an men.'*And feeling unwanted ~some
__times when ‘follow, cdhscience to ‘theé higher levels of life
N N_we‘ nee& the” ste& ness of seeing to day'throu ’

that—Goé ‘has- ‘a- glaee%e&eh—e%%is -ehildren,- ‘:E‘hg_r_e,ﬂe

[no unwanted childrén in God's fa it r-and even as the hairs
__Jof cur hedds are numbered and not a sparrow falls with out §“
{@odts knowledge; "a0 He loves -each’ leasHersen ﬁf eartir

13 if he were His only child.

? A«D? 2 IERE e e - e —::;

- The-Xittle *aléL }&dywh& eeui%ne%%e&&mrsel‘f—hut ~gould - -
p.mﬂuce a smiIe for “every oqg‘:who ‘came ‘her- wey . ;Wnén “the -
roil is-called upwonder the credit side of er le&ger
may ‘be ‘better Par- than thatmfmlliens’ef pe:rsorrs la“b“them -

dG whatever they like to do.

-‘e—ﬁs—‘ﬁh%eeﬁe}u&e*%h&% -God“has" neeérno%:: ‘mﬁy*for*‘hhq —
proud potentates of busmesw:ltics of education .
and -religion, but als6-Tor the Rauble i o8
- battIotretas ‘ate Eitchén ‘sinks;—garbage A&mcks—“p‘osm-—— o

rou'bes *and ty:pew:rite'rs hos ¢ ital be&s, wheel chais - &n& czutch(

~~—Wheﬂ—h&ﬁeﬂﬁ&s—$he—&eepew%;mi:s~ef-hi&—ﬂ-few O mep——
__has any cause to fear because the world does not seem 1o

want* him *"The cattse fer wmy wo&l& be r'&ﬁﬁﬁ' Gad &:&d net

___créatedhim; I‘f @0 di*& n:ot -want yeu my f'mend Ee weuld
not ha’ve made*you‘ - REY :
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