STRIKING HANDS
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It is & genmine plesasure 1o be back iu Coluwsbus for a-
nother year. ‘I want you to kuow that the whole Wroten fami-
ly is delil shted to be here agaiun. I want you to feel free
to let us know anything that we need to 40. 4 person mighté
lie sick for weeiks and I would not kuow it. If you know it
do not_Keeﬁ it & sscret unless the sick person wants you to.

The families of the sick very highly compliment the min-
istry iu that they notify the doctor but feel thas the prea-
cher knows about the iliness by ilutuition.

But I come fto you to day..tols first Sundsy of the new
conference year to think with you about Hend Shaking. Let
me read to you the texb......

"ls thy heart right &8s my heart is with thy heartov
Jehonadab replied.."It is.®
RIT it be sive me thine hand."
And he gave him his hand; and he took him up into the
chariot,

It is interesting to observe the things agreed upon by
hand shaekes. Just to stand off and watch it some might (V/
; think of it as silly. when I WQQJa boy all the women would
ki i ¢+ That looked silly
| %o me but they got lots of pleasure out of it. Shaking hands
' has its meaning.

I. It is used in meking pew sciuaintances. You feel right
strange if you meet a person for the first time and he does
not offer his hand.

It is also used as an expression of gresting betwe good
‘ fri s..what a pleasure it is to grip the hand of an old
; friend and say " John I am giad to see you."

. 3. 1% is used as an act_of sympathy. I was called to Dunas
yesterday to bury a good Iriend, who was the mother of one
of my good iriends...I think the loved cues were helped &s
a multitude of Irieuds grasped their hands in syupathy. —
Some how or other it just lifts & person up a bit...derk
clouls have beca blown their way by & mysterious hand.

4. The hand sheke has been usad so much in biodins
to loved one or frisnd.

5. It has been used to 1Lift peo; <

sew Peter sinking snd stretched forth His hand end lifted

_ ;Iﬁ¢£5”%o saiety.You have seen the sinner break down un-
\ A :
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der the influence of a handshake. There is the man down in
the dumps and broken to pieces, feeling that he is the mean
est men in the world..and a persou steps up and grips his
hand and says, "Friend , God loves you..come on and snap
. out of this." I have Telt the victory sensation in the hand
-—~shake of huuadreds of boys and girls men and wouen as they
gave their hearts to God.

It is used quite a good deal for szaling a covenant....

But listen it may be ussd to seal a covenant that is evil,
That is the kind our text brings to us to day. Jehu was one
of the bad men of the 0.T. He was & Goldsn calf worshipper
but to get the susport, politicalily, of the Jehovah worship-
pers he set out to destroy the hcuse of Ahab and the house
of Baal. With this pretention he net Jehonadab, who was a
good mean and known to be good by all the people.dJehu waated
1o be scen with this good man as such would put him across
with Jehovah worshippers..So when he met Jehonadab he put
the wuestion.....

" Is thy heart right as wuy heart is with thy heurt...if
80 gilve me thy hand." Following this he had perlormed the
post horriblie murders. 8sventy persons neads were cut off and

\\/%raught to the gate of the city aud lay there in baskets all
night so that the peoole could see them next mornire.. o

Handshakes are bringing just such agreemnents amongst rul-

ers iu tae world to day. .

But thers are some things Over wiich we can shake hands:
I, I will strive hardst tu be Loyes to Christ than I have in
the past. !

2. I will be true to wy own church and upnold it azainst
isms that come alony to Luri its influsnce.

3. I will cooperate imore to bring people im touch with the
institutions of the church that can help them...You can
bring thwm to Church schuol, W.0.C.5., u.league, church
scrvices, and prayer mesting.

“@. 1 will cousscrate myself to the Liviae priviledge of

. ieading peopie to the accepltance ol Jesus Christ. alter
alil rrisnds if that is 0ot ia our progranm we are not resl
Christiaus.

S. ¥herein 1 have bzen svingy end selfish I will be liberal
and shariung.

6. 1 will think Christ, love Gharist, talik Carist and LIVe

Christ in spite of the Gevil aud Lis dewous.
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To ineorporate the above scheduls for the year we HNUST
lay down hate, unforgivensss, jealousy, and -itt.eness...

Jesus, neiding bthese nobser fihin.s in @mind, says 10 US..e.
E

"OLS LAl MEARD RLGHT AL MY HEARL IS WIlh Uhi acsBD.. JIF
1L I GlVa .

s Lrliiew Hap?" Cowe onn let's let ik ses us do
Just that...ncere 10 4ay.
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