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‘Dean Farrar of England placed this verse by the side of
two other verses and said that the three were the great-
est verses in the Bible.

The first was a verse spoken by Job a man of the long a~
g0. Job was a man, who without warning, was bereft of all
the things that a human heart holds dear, and this sud-
denly. His great riches swept away over night, his sons
and daughters all killed in a storm, and his good health
taken from him. As he sat ou a pile of ashes lamenténg his
fate his wife came along and said, "Cursse God and die.™
Then Job gives that great verse that Farrar puts first...
"Though He slay me yet will I trust in Him,™

The cecond verse is this one we have read in Daniel....
*Our God vhom we serve is able to dsliver us...and He will
;deliver us out of thine heand..Oh king. But if not, be it

~"known untc thee Ch King, that we will not corve thy Gods.®

-

The third, according to Dean Ferrar, is one spoken by our
Lord in Hie darkest hour of trial there in the Garden...
"Ch my Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass irom me
nevertheless, not as I will but as thou wilt,™

Some six hundred years before Christ thers lived a great
conqueror named Nebuchednezzsr., In the planes of Dura iu
the province of Babylon he hed errected an immage, we
would cell it a memorial, +to0 commemorete his world wids
victories. It was 90 ¥ 9 X 9 f4¥. This was dedicated to

~his heathen god. And all peonle were instructed that when
=ver they were any vhere ncar the immsge and a certain
kind of music sounded they were to bow down and worship
hls god.

There were threc Jewish youths that he hed captured when
he invaded Judsah. They werefrained in his onallace and be
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came very smart and were given high positions of authority
Their Jewish names were taken from them and tiey were given
what we would call nick names. Shaarachk, lkeshach, and bed
nego. They were governing three of the proviness, of the
Babylonian Empire.

There was jealousy amoncst Babylonians end thev came to
Hebuchaduezzar and said, “you have three Jevs here who
do not bow dowi and worshin your god when the musie is
sonnded. He had fthem brojht before him snd seld to them
*How alter tiis if wou will bow dovn to wy o4 when the
misic is sounded I will forget ths past but if you fail in
this I will heve you lnmediately thrown into & fiery fur
nice heated seven times hotb.

———

Tthey replied, "Our God whom we serve is able to deliver
us. But if he does not see fit to do 80, oh king, we still
will not worship your zods.™

This story is the story of ths human race to day..it is,
©8 some one ssild, ag new se this morni ngzts news neper.w

These young men hed hish places of honor and were zrate-
ful for such positiouns...they liked it just as you liks
yours...uwhat wzre they to do? Thev were ten mted, of e
.course, to hold their jobe. But their decision Q&Vﬂ the'
lie to that cheap philoso orhy hear on the streots thet
Yos havs B0 livel.Y or the other that says, *Uhsn in Dome
live as Rome lives,"

‘

These three men at vhose names we have lau wwhed can give

1. Courage...do we know vhat th:t meang? Sem Uavis of
Tenn. had such a high sence of duty that mhen offered
release if he would tell gave him certain papers
he chose to die rsother thmn t0o be disloyal to a comrade,
His last words were these, If I hed a thousand lives
1 would lose them all bafore I would betray wmy frisnds.”

2, Faith...s » e Yes uebuchadnezzar, you are the. B
greatest monar h on sarth. You Delleve that vour god
zave you the victoriss B e BalVe a greater Jod than
yours and we will never lose Tuith in Him. 0 70 oo
God 1s prester than that Uc ﬂadu it. "
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It was easy to believe ina God thet dslieverd them, But
here is the quastion "our God is =ble to daliver us but
what if he does not do 1t? Is He still your God?

Thers were men greoater than these khat God 414 not deliver:

a dream. God said

do
2. VWhers wag God vhen Isacah vwasg savwn asunder

54

3. Jasus ou the Cross

ur God whom we serve is able to deliver us® but if he
sses it not to give us what we wanted, what thsn? I
still your God?

a women of eulture, wealth, and social popularity ceme

to a great prescher in Birmincham Alabams one day and said
to him, "Dr.  have had a great loss in the last year and
since then I have lost faith in God.™ He replied as sently
as he could and sald, "I fear, dsar lady that you did not
have nmuch faith to lose.m

Inmddibespadntakee foftinto oy dfherergriims yOE1Arsiohrow.

It does not take faith in God if every time you are placed

in & fiery furnace or auny other horriable situation God

”'raculou%ly delivers you. If he does not give your re
uest do you become faithless and cynical, louely and
mbittarsd?

If He doss uot deliver He will be with you. P.S. 23

He will not test you with more then vou can bsar.Paul's
thorn in the flesh.

Another thing God does not send these heartaches and
losses. You ask why doss He not prevent them? I do uot

know but I do know that He can use them after they come

to make you a more sympathetic person.

Your God is able to daeliver us but if He does ot we will
will not serve yours...he will still be our God iu the
dark as well as in the iight.
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