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CALLED TO PREACH ¢ %
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In theseddays of strange philosophies and di—
vers opimions,a time far removed from the Apos— i
tolic days, the term,"Called to preach"is often 5
followed by an interrogation point.In fact the
expression is so rarely mentioned that it has a
strange and unfamiliar spound.lTts reality is so
rarely emphasised that a great part of humenity . -

has relegated it to superstition ant to "0lg&
Wives'Fables."So surely is this neglectful spirit
truethat when the pastor of most. any congregation |
armmounces”Called to Preachias His subject,spon—
taneously the question arises:i"Why preach -on that
_subJject before this congregation?™
A~ 7 There was once a valuable pearl Iost,andtthe ‘é
) big world passing bgffailed to see it .Days,months {
i ag@ years passed by, and one day while Looking {
/ f@%‘§k001n Qf small value, beholdtthe pearl was 4
/ fOund,It had not lost its worth but was now va—
lued at its original price plus the advance on |
su%p articles during the time it had been lost. i
~ ‘The above is just simply the story of the "Caj
to Preach? To the big world im its mad rush ford
- sensuality,the"Call to Preach™ hag beerr Tost. TI
Worl@;seekingltheorieson.social lines and phil-4
089£h1§§ and_lndplging in & kind of"®atchful
futekas h&gén§Q§gcerta1n results om human societv 4
mowbeginning “to get the rubbish roIIed‘bacK‘gnﬁ
L8 catehing & glimpse of the "Call" to preach.!
men the Teal "CalI" IOOHIQ I i t i‘j . -4
~vision. o S S up 1n the worldrg v
3 » On examination, it is foung to have itg
,V §P9StollC Yalue rlus the gain which has f ,;ﬁ
;ngreisgd'Knowledgegraciouslv imga}teg b%o?e by
Holy Spirit during the centuricg. BT the
- ,Preachlnﬂ\keens dowr .
Humenity is not %oo-b;?n;nzlg?
when tr S0
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~he 1is culled of God, even as was hsaron(Text)
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its divine stamp. Bul on the contrary, the wallg

about by the practice of ini@uity, it is seen
that too few have been preaching,too few have re-—
sponded to the vocation that keeps down unrightee
gous principles.

There is = "Call to preach"aznd in the mind of
the human roce thereshould not be any doubt as
to that fact.In ancient times God abpointed Aaron

“and the Prophets,in the time of Christ He -ppoint—

ed the Apostles, ond now in the age of the Holy
Spirit men areccelled by Him to VL ezchjust 28 sure
1y as they wer : by God or r Christ.7ho '
would doubt t I Martin Lut hﬂr,ﬂho was 80
powerful in pr that he put in motion the
Reformation of

guestion the

he sixteenth century?iho could
call of John Wesley after that his
heart™Wes strengely warmed'hurled himself as =z
smooth etone against the walls of rituzlisn
bringing from them = stream of evangelism that |
flowed into all the world, sweeping into its cur— |
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rent not hundreds but millions of souls? Or fur-
ther, how could we doubt the call of Philips
Brooks, whvn 2s he lay in state, a woman, once of
the und world, but then & €hristisn, pressed
her way throuou the crowded sisle that she might
touch even the casket of the mon whose preaching
lifted her from shome to communion with her Lord
end: His Christ? '

There 1is a "Call"™ to preach, = divine call. E
and the very fact thet too few have answered thig
"Call™ for the power of the gospel to be spread §
into 211 the earth does not teke from the minisiy

of wicizedness thet have been torn down by the
preaching of the few testify to its divinity,fof
no humen institution could Bave done what preadg
ing hes accomplished. Yes, the"Call' is from G
Mo men tu“eth the honor unto himself, but whed

Ministers of the. gospel have alwaysbeen few
in number compared w1th men of other professiong
Especially is this true today. Why is this? Doedl
God not call any more than respond?Let us answerd
the latter ﬂuestion first. God does not call eved
men to preach but He,no doubt, calls more than 1
answer. In snswer to the first guestion, we might
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say that in the homes of our people the parents
choose the occupation for the child before the
talent of the child is known. Fathers do not pray !
any more for the LOrd of the harvest to send f
;Q{ prezchers out of their homes, but rather hold up
- ~_before the child other idealswhich in timeshut
-out the "Call®The boy goes to school and in time
he is educated for a certzin thing because his
parents desired that profession for him. The "Cazll®
is still there but since he has equipped himself
in the other line and since his parents desire
that work in life far him, he goes on, and Iikely
never succeeds.
Something on this order explains why ago few
boys respond to the "Call to preach"Then too if
the boy expresses himself &s wanting to preach
parents and others will try to show him that there
are not many loaves and fishes in the ministry.
Sociael plessures must be given up , and so on.
. all of this tends to discourzge the youth of our
land concerning the highest calling that can coge
' to man. REJCICE IF YOUR S0N IS CALLED TO PREACHE!
o I cen not recommend to you Hhe preaching ofthe
gospel ss a thing of ease, for if such were true
why then this blessed calling would be sghorn of 4
its glory.It means hardships and perhaps privatiorg
It means the giving up of the hopes you have had
; of houses and lends.It is to take up the cross
‘ with Christ and with Him to help others up to a
better life.Jesus struck the key note to the
- ministry when He said,"T came not to be ministe
unto but to ministert j
Although this looks hard to the manm out side |
of the ministry , yet thésuspirit of serving otHj
let us remember, will blossom, as will nothing |
else, Into eternal happiness. Thon s coms ‘o 3§
Loy owr st doum, we will not be sorry that wel
ﬁ{\/haye some souls to ley at His feet.We will not Y
.~ grileve over the hardships we had nor the hopes
' of earthly treasure we gave up, but will rejoice
| in the sentiment of the poet when he said,
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"To serve the present age,
My calling to fulfill,
Ph may it all mr powers engage,

< ig dumy Mesterds willkw
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Why 1s there a™@2ll to preach? This is =2
question holding a place in numberless minds 3
and yet one thet has an answer.When God set aboutu
to meke man He had a two~fold purpose in view,,

- namely:first, to create personalities that would
live forever and in thet living have divine hap—
piness. In the second purpose God made the
personalities for His glory. God desired to bring:
from the dust something with which He could com— -
mune. But men fell from his first estate and by
this incident God saw that eternsl happiness for -
maen, and His own glory were about to be thwarted
50 in order that such a debachel might be turned
aside, God set out to revesl Himself to man as
LTERNAL. FATHERS, holding in His hands every thing
that would make for man's happiness.

But how was this revelation to be made? Why,.
he came and impressed ment's hearts. These men
in turn would tell others the impression——the
idea they had gotten of God. That is, they would |
- preach, for they would try to show God to man ‘
and the revelation they bore one to the other.
This went on and on until these impressions were
writtemr and till the supreme revelatiom came im
the person of Christ. Christ turned to the Fathernj
and sent back the Spirit whose office is still 4
to @mpress and to give to the "Called to preach"s
and to others, as for that matter, a better 1
interpretation of the Christ and His will concey
ing the race. ‘ 4

Under the question, "Why is there = call to{
preach®™we have endeavored to show that from
ments fall God has been trying to reveal Himsel
to men. He has done this by impressingApersong
and these persons telling others their impresd
lons of God. So then we see that God really
reveals Himsell to men through men. By His sg';
workingthhrough men He shows up sin shd itssSbe Y
results. He in this way also shows its cure. ]
Now is this all that the preaching of men shows?3
It seveals the fact of everlasting death for thel
wicked and everlasting LITFT for the righteous.
In other words, preaching by"@alled Preachers™ 3
1s God's own method for saving the world foom
sin and for heaven. This we sincerely believe
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_ ngwers the question,"Why is there & call to ;
ﬁreach?" j

{ This naturally leads up to another question
of equel value,namely:"Who are @alled to preach
. and How do they know that they are called?®
$__,*\_/;ﬁfhls interrogation, though, has an answer. Tt is
not too much to say in the answer that eévery man |
is called to preachwho feels that he ought. When
? berson sees a.need and feels that it is his
uty to go to its relief, metters not what he |

Leelu his infirmities to be, he is called to that
task and should hasten to the work.As we have
said above, mot every man is called to preach hut

many more arecalled then answer.
A person actually knows his call by the

Inner Wittness. Divihity is not yet dead but
comes to the human soul with a2 marvellous
enlightening power,M{iKTNG men to see,"The field
white unto Harvest and the laborers few" and
gives the soul power to recognlze the voice cry~]
f ing:"Come over and help us."™
~ Now if there is a"@zll™ and if God has chosen.
that as THE method to save the world, why then 1
it is IMPERATIVE that we should answer when the }
@all. comes to us. WI cennbdt afford to defeat & J
God's purpose in our lives. No man who tries tog
defeat God's purpose is li&ely to succeed or §
have any real satisfaction in life. FOR YOUR S;
SAKE AND FOR MAN'S SAKE? AND FOR GOD'S SAKE '
RESPOND TO THE CALL IF YOU IEAR ITrE , :
In answering the Call to preach, we are acj
cepting a God-givern opportunity to help make §
new world and fit it for “the skies.The persd
€alled to preach "is called whether- he answerg
or not, the "Call!" to him is a charge whethel
~ accepted as such by him or not. So then, our 9
lives, whether we wish them to be such or notj
if we are called to preach, run with the slighy
ly changed verse of Mr. Chgrles Wesley: &
. nchtrge to keep T have,
A God to Olorlfy,
@ And never dying S0ULS to save,

mnd it THEM for the sky.
D/B.G.W AMEN
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