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WWhen wa speﬁktabcut the Ghurch many things come t0 our minds.
e lvmediately think of a church building. The church building
is a vital part of the Church of God. It gives a place for the

: cowznw together of neople who have joined. the Hingdom, One

ot the first buildings I look for in euntering & town or city
is the church building. Pretty soon vou sse a spire pointing
toward heaven...a beautiful sizht to behold. No spire is more

beautiful than the one to thig building, It is seen cleérly for
miles in most every direction.

have ths sssociations that cluster around the building. In
and around this church house there ars memorials +to loval ner-
sons who helpaed to errect or who had something to 4o with the
early history of the buildine. Babies are baentized st this al-
tar, people are received in the hingdom av this altar, others
are marrisd here, and still othsrs are brousht hers for the
last ritas bcfnro thelir bodles are carried %o the silent city.
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I want to say %o vou that God in nerson comss 1o this aita
I did not beliieve that He did thﬂn I would not desire to uge
—4ls alter or this church for anv of the sacred seryices I
have é:qentionnd God ie “wm nQW, right this moment. He is in-
ads the thoushte in =y mind. .«
He sess wor mf This audleace in he same Tashion. At the same
time He sits bv wour ' your roeachtion fo the sermor
w rosolutions, and strives
kmtpamlaiawmﬂdbein~
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radwe broadyn“vgglf one could h it 2all for one tirme =g God
does 1t micht he that 2 t¢ become like one nreacher
said of the Fresjdizg sldershin. .. s said thet a Presiding .14é
had to be a man with and & short
us concliude shout +gc i %od'
this obssrvation
in our hearis..lis

But in =& o night we want to 4} e Churech -
2z 2lsc anart from and disti om the bnil-
the b 1i1lding is. It is : j of humar
Bride of Jasus. waians
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ngtitution is combination of human spir itq muist nave

an avnpsal 10 mod: i Thers srs things that have an an-
naal to modern 1i e horse race, the foot ball zames, the
pleture shows, zanbling hansg golf links, broad stretches in
the scenss of nntwrug and a thousand other things. Dosg the
church appsal to life in zeneral todav? There are meny 0 whom
iu abbeals sitrongly bub he appeal is not wide enough, it i1

is not for rsaching enourh. But it can meke & universal apév/
peal I it will show up without spot, without wrinkle, or any
such thing, “hsthar or not the church does present such a front
or whether or not she is woing to do smmm out yonder somevwhers
we do know that she is rassing throush a testing time, tarou"%
scorching flames such fs she never experienced on sueh a scale
before. Out the test, out of the flame, out of the versscutic
there should rise something fine very fine.

Stenley Vrazer in his book, "Christianity and the men of today"
this to gav..."™While avery ase has witnessed influences
that h ro hesn hostile to the church, perhasns never before has
reanized Christianity had o confotd with forces so ®A stuborn
sressive as todsy. Under the constant fire of criticism

as been directed asainst the Church, a vast literaturc

tha
of complaint hes accumulated. It has been al*eged that fthe "hur

is afraid to test its faith in the light of reason, and th.
“that she darea not face the intellsct of the awe.” Yot I want
%0 add my little word that the real Wincdom of God is the oniwv
thing that doss appeal to real resson or to real int: llect,
Baron Van Hugel n1ctures the massesin-Full £1lizht frow the
Church. Fe save that :7: is a reason for this and the reason
he nanes is that the people have been wrving to keep the Church
great instead of holy and ussful. Sene would be church leaders
have trizd %o carry the seekers along in a sort of svpsal to
sex emotins up to point where they zet their ettention and they
say we glide off into teachins ¥ ellglona‘.otners would be
leadsrs will cormpromise by ensgaging in the sinners same of

the world...all this produses a tvpe of religion that ties on
t0 & pereon and not on God and places in the heart of the secks
something that will not stand when the shtorm comess, Conseaently
a church built on relicion like that can not say, "Silver

and gold heve I none."™ Meither can it say, "irice take up tﬁ&
bed and walk," Thus we find the pathfinder crushed bv the me-
chine, spirituality degenerating into political color, and
azitetion supplanting evangslizetion,
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