. SPEAKING DEVILS
' KaARK I1:34.

This might seem like a strange subject, "Speaking Devils™ but strange
as it may seem there is so much of significance to it that it needs to be
brought to your attention. We are to day meditating through that remarkable
first chapter of Mark. This chapter is one of quick actien. Straight way which
means immediately is used ten times in this one chapter.

The chapter begins with a prophesy cencerning Jehn the Baptist ceming as
the messenger before Jesus. We have an acceunt of Jehn coming and preaching.
Jesus then comes to John to be anneinted inte the priesthoeed dewn at the Jordan.
Jesus was driven by the Spirit ef Goed inte the wilderness where the devil tryed
to speak through His 1ifé but Jesus suffered him not. But the record shews
Jesus as the conquering veice on that eccasion. In this chapter Jesus begins
His wonderful preaching. We pass then te His calling His disciples, that is some
ef them. Begining with verse 23 and on to the end of the chapter He is healing
people of bedily ailments and ef demons. The man with an unclean spirit in the
synagogue, Peter's mether—in-law, all the sick and demen pessessed that were
breught te Him, and then going en te ether towns healed the lepsr. Did you ever
see a chapter se full ef events? Indeed it is one ef quick actien.

We ceome aleng eover the verses some what smeothly until we reach the J4th
verse and it catches in eur mind, "And He suffered not the demons to spsak.®
When I readé-thet-verse I wendered what the meaning was and leeking im the com-—
mentary feund ne cemment. But there is seme meaning te it for all Seripture has
its place and purpose. - '

Jesus was healing two classes of people. Or better say he was deing two
kinds ef healing. First the bodies of peeple. That form of healing is one of the
great works e¢f Christianity to day. Ne church is completely carrying eut the
religion of our Lord untiifl it helps to heal the sick. But He was alse heal-
ing peeples' souls. Demons were being cast out. Where did they geo when cast eut’
Did they just float around? That could be pessible but they are net se pie-
tured. But when cast eut they want te enter something else the it be & heg
or wandering just a little while in waterless places seck to come back in the
heart that had been cleansed.

These that Jesus did net suffer to speak may have been just the cast out
demens whom Jesus weuld net permit te asgk Him te let them eneter any live being
~ Or this verse might refer te all the demens both cast out and net cast out.

But any way Jesus suffered net the demens te speak. :

Two questiens arise in eur minds te day:
I. Dees the devil speak in these timeg?
2. In what manner de we find him speaking teday?

Newite the first gquestien we will say yes, he speaks te day. Whe has
" heard of his being dead? In fact he has his leud speaker and amplifiers all
set up and I fear that his veice is heard mere than usual. In fact again let
me say that the chureh which is te preclaim for Jesus has grown tee timid.We
never want te make the veice of the church any thing but the veice of leve
- but the voice ef leve dees net have te be shern ef warning. Think ef the
* mether whe loves her sem se dearly net warning him in danger. Is the church
lifting its veice te day in leving warning as energetically as the alluring
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veice of the devil is being raised?

Wow the seconfl question, "In what manner is the devil Tifting his voice
to—day?"brings ferth many answers.
T. He is permitted to speak in Russia to day in such loud tenes that the voice
of Jesus is not allewed te be spoken. '

2. That is a far way from home. My heart is grieved ever the ease with which
" he gets publicity here in eur ewn fair little city. The werldly side ef our
young peoples lives gets far mere publicity than their religious side. I am
very much interested in the young peeple of Water Valley. But fer the Meth-
edist young peeple I am jealeus. I am handing out a werd ef warning te our
parents ef Water Valley. You are sleeping en the oears. It is yeur respensi-

bility. My respensibility is te give the wanning of leve. I am deing that te-
day out ef a heart full of emetiens for these young peeple over whom I am
pastor and giving the warning when I knew that there is a streng prebability
of being misunderstoced. It has been my eEperience that ne youngpeoples ergan-
zatien ever succeeds where the yeung pesple refuse te tear away from the werld
Ne .ene can accuse me of always harping en card playing and dancing but the
evil of dancing is slipping in en the yeung people of Water Valley. Since I
came to Water Valley this thing has been grewing..first I weuld notice ene
or twe Methedist names..but hew that number has grewn..These things begin as
home affairs..and seme parents are se unwise as te say that is ne harm when
it is the primary department fer the ball reem. We have already eveluted to
the hetel. I am net yeur bess but an interested spectator. The church has -
declared itself en this ferm of werldliness and drunkenness because so much
harm has ceme frem them. I just crave that the devil never be allewed te
s apegk-ewt-dn-thie-regard any mere in Water Valley. ) '
3. He speaks out alse in the fields of war. He se dictates te the makes ef war
‘munitiéns that they hear his veice. He sSe speaks to the selfishness ef na—
- —tiens that they hear him.
4, In the pelitical parties of eur ewn nation we can not yet say,"Hes was not
guf fered to spesak.™
5, Neither can we leeck at the recerd ef breken hemes, thievery, and gangster—
ism and say he is net suffered te speak.
6. He speaks threugh men like Darrew..still beld encugh te speak out in a ecity
auditerium.

Yes the devil weuld speak te the detriment ef yeur influence whether yeu
be yeung er eld, rich er peer. He weuld se muddle our peor cenfused minds as
te make us forget the hereafter. He would se held befere our eyes the werldly
temporary pleasures that we weuld resent any interference ef the preacher.That
has happened te me inmy ministry but thia has alse happened that a day came
when they wanted the preacher mere than they wanted anything else because they
theught he might talk te Ged fer them.

Jesus suffered net the demens te speak but the great Ged has taught his
representatives te sit on the walls and if a danger is seen appreaching his
peeple te cry eut and warn the peeple. If they hear net his veice the preacher
hag delivered himself. Jesus hag taught us te ge all ever the werld and preach
the gospel ef putting Ged's Kingdem first.

There is & veice we woeuld net still. It is that "Still small veice."That
is the veice we want te hear in trouble and that is the veice we must have in
death when eur crewd can avail us nething.

New by the directien eof Ged, as I believe it te be, I have deliverd my
self en this subject ed "Speaking devilst This sermen may net be heard again




in W@g;t Valley. It applies te yeung and eld alike. I may have net mentiened
the mhrner in which he speaks in yeur 1ife. But I am praying Ged this merning
that if in eur censciences we knew of any way that he is publishing eur in-
fluence as en his side we will say this day we are geing te try the harderse
te live that Christ will se predeminate in our lives that it may be said cen—
cerning us, " The Christian peeple of Water Valley suffer net the devil te
speak.” We can de this as we live by the plan in the skies.

the wHeleseme entertainment ef eour young people ze that the devil will net get
& heaffing in these forms of werldlihess eut ef which has always grewn se much
harm. We are usually mighty quick te abuse the yeung fer their werldly habits
but painfully slew te plan something else. Will yeu pledge te seek te do mere
fer them. Then will yeu young people pledge te abstain frem this special ferm
ef werldliness and help us te werk eut a mere whelesome pregram fer yeu?

%iwant us parents te pledge ourselves right here te seek te de mere for
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