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Every one present, ne doubt, has experienced the pleasantness ef the
harmenious flow of sound waves. Just to be awakened at night by the orchestrsa
on the front porch playing " When you and I were young lMaggie® "0ld Black Joe"
® Away down upon the Swanney River" Or ® Yeu are my wild irish rose," lifts
yeu in te joyous thinking. Then to be up at the church and hear the pipe ergar
seemingly at a distance and gradually coming nearer bringing upon its veice,
gently and yet moest powerfully these sweet strains, "The Lord is in His Holy
Temple let a&ll the world keep silence® your soul is lifted up and out te Him
whe alerie can answer the soul's lenging.

Compare this with the buzzing, the pepping eof the cut outs, the clanging
and clashing of the busy streets. Compare it te the storm as it sends its wave
dashing through the streets, its winds twisting eff the trees, its lighténing
spliting the skys, and carrying upen ite bosem the cries ef children and the
moans of the dying, and you have a faint leok in upen the difference between
& life that is holding on te mhmmmmmind God and one that is cleaving to the
world, '

O, % In the twe texts taken for tonight we see two pictures: In the ene there
ﬁ“¢“~”arc these who were bidden to the great feast— bidden to come and eat bread in
the Kingdom., And those people were of one accord in that they @all refused to
to go. There was a conglomeratien of excuges running true to the werld. When
;% ene begins making excuses for not serving Ged when he ig all the time holding
en to the world he gets his life all in a scramble and his whole impress is

one rumble, klanking, and confusien. One says, "I am not able to take the
Missionary Veice, or the Advecate" and yet always able to go to every picture
that comes along. Another says, * I would come to church but I have ne way of
conveyance." And yet Sunday is the enly day they are not seen in town. These
are just twe illustrations eut ef a theusand that could be given and illus-
tratiens true of every community I have ever seen. And just as surely. Excuses
twnts €Xcuses I get tired of hearing people all time making excuses even for the oth
> fellew. " Oh he is such a goed man at heart he is his ewn woese enemy. He is
oed enough to be in the church but just some hew he never has jeined.* You
just watch thise good fellows at heart who &lways make excuses for net having
@ thing on earth te do with the church. Watch them long enough and you will
soon see the main reasen why they are not interested in the church. You will
find that the god they serve and the Ged of the church are furnishing differen
kinds of spirits.
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, Now in the second text we have those who are agreed and of one accord
LT ~#concerning the gpiritual harmenies of life which when receivesa puts & man's
hwowno- life yea & man's soul in tune with all that is highest, most glorious, the

mds  grandest and the best, And mind you the Same writer who has given us the first
Picture——that of the excuse makers is the man Wwho gives us the latter-——those
waithng and receiving the Holy Spirit. '
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%;“a”h We must agree that there is wonderful power in common consent whether
" sn the agreement is upon goed er evil. That is To say when public sentiment is
rése. for cerruptien, notwithstanding the fact that in corruption there is discord
Lol the shoeting, rebbing, slandering, murdering, clashing and ce '
"y : f , neral dest

ywer ChEre is Dower te wreck homes, blight cemmun{tios, p@%SGn tge secial §§£§§§3@n
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#2{ The power of common consent.
1ift kingdoms and nati@ns @ff their hinges and send them sizzling in te hell.

- On_the other hand where the commeon consent is for goed in a community
wedect, GO Ilves ef the people shew forth the high thoughts and aims el Jesusg and
carry with them that wonderful white 1i§ht which always appears from within.
And every time a sinner comes from his den ef lew living out inte the epen
he sees in the light of the goed man and woman his sins and corruptien in an
amazing contrast. He becomes ashamed, convicted, and perchance convertsd
which is the richegt cxample ef the power ef a g@ad life. Oh for c@mmunitles
whese commen consent is f@r good.

We crave for harmony in the actions ef men. I saw an eld man some days
Bince in a neighbering city rushing te his werk like he had to do the woerk of
& menth in the afternoon. New te knew ef that ¢ld man on Sunday mornings
slowly preparing fer church and while en-his way up there decide te ge fishing
will in some degree at least shew yeu what I am trying to say when I make the
statement that we crave harmony in the actions ef men. Just as energetically
ag their lives spring toward business let them spring aIsa toward the Lerd's
work.

Read God's werd, sing thc inspired hymns in the church and hear the rever-
ent prayers of the saintg—— then transfer at once to the busy sireet, the train,
er lobby ef the hotel and you will se« something and hear something of what
we crave in harmeny ef speech that will 1ift te God.

The mind that is thinking the world all the time will soon let se much
¢f it peur in that the turbelance, the turmeil, @and cenfuséen will pessess
it and c@nglemdratlen will ef ideas will cut eff the advance in cvory—diraetisn,
But the mind that thinks Ged's thoughts afetr Him will look eut in straight
lines te bread herizons, to widening skys, and te sure goals. Ne thoughts are
harmenicus in the true sense ef the W@rd that do noet fellew these of God.

Se thcn eur slany en life to be harmeni@us must be viewed from the stand
eint of God. As He looks out upen life He does so with leve, sympathy, and .
compasgien, Fellewing in that ceurse,ifima * If & man be overtaken in a fault
ve whe are spiritual restere such an one with the splrlt ef meskness lcst thou

. &lso be tempted.t
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We.have read to you in the scripture lessen the reward which comes to
those who are in cemmen consent with the world and those who are in aceord :
with the Divine. For the first class the the one giving the supper said, afeter
they had made excuse, "For I say unto yoeu that none of those men that were
bidden shall taste ef my supper." The ether class prayed their way to God and
made conmection with that pewer which came down upen each one of them . That
pewer, thank Ged,<is 8till in the werld and enly as we receive and keep that
power can we moeve in harmeny with Ged. When we play our life's strings in
harmeny with Ged's goed and gracious will every wave AHd of discerd must of
necessity bresk at our feet but never engelf us.

5\[;:] Tt i @nly'aﬁ we live in accord with Ged that our lives become the burning

candles, make plain to the eyes and hearts ef men the exalted thoughts, purpc¢ses
leve, éAd lengings which God has has made pessible, through Jesus, the Bible,
and the Holy Spirit, fer us to pass oen te ethers. Some men visited a vaulted
pasgage in the pallace of Nero at Rome. They were shown paintings on the
plastered roof. In erder to do this-candles were lighted up upon a red and
moved from picture to picture and the plctures other wise hidden were seen

in their richness, Se should our lives \
of His countenance may light our lives %gg; iﬁ,h§§3§2§ ?ﬁ%gggogft&&g th‘ %1ght
seen in their spiritual richness by our fellow men.



Administrator
Note
<Title>The Power of Common Consent
<Location>
<Date>
<Confid>4
<Text0>Luke 14:18 = And they all with one consent began to make excuse. The first said unto him, I have bought a piece of ground, and I must needs go and see it: I pray thee have me excused.
<Text1>Acts 2:1 = And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one accord in one place.
<Text2>
<Text3>
<Keywords>excuses, power, light, action
<Media>8.5 x 11, 2 pg, typed
<Notes>


