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. T STEWARDSHIP ‘

Matt.25: I14~30

.f

& stewaré ie one employed te manage acgnrdigg 10 _Webster.. Be
- off cburse 1is employed to manage in a way to be beneficial to tha
owner. We have spoken of stewardship so much in connection with
mong§£ that whanever the worg hits our ear drums immediately dol-
lars: begin to roll across our vision. Now to be sure money is not .
gtewardship but-meney given to the church orused in any other way

for righteousness sake is a fruit of stewardship. Hot stewardship

I ran a¢rass a deﬁlnltion the other day for stewardship that I

- want to keep always and at the seme time always give away. WilE. you
remember it if I wilX give it to you? Heme it is: ® Stewardship is
partnership with God in His punpcses for the world.* Now this does

" not say partnershlp with God in money. If it did say that it would
nnt,pe a -good definition. But it implies partnership with God in
“every thing. Now with this thought in mind let us read the Iesson
far qe] d&y..

Now- in aﬂnneetlen -with this-lord-and his servants we notice - B
certaln facts: Bach servant wag put in charge of some aﬁ,th&%wmwuf««@ffﬁ
WBTI&LS‘QQQﬁﬁm.ﬁth 4id not receive. a de&dmin~£e&-aimpla to this -

roperty but were given charge of it to use it in such a magner . 1
hat| when the lord came back he would receive not only the amount
t”rnéd/over to them but more. Each person was given a period of
tlma4in which to use those talents or that portionﬁ of worldly R
‘goodp and to make therson someé interest. After the talents had
been turned over to them their personal. attitude toward thoam.talw
&ﬂt&§wa& going to deteérmine -whether -or net ‘the lord would receive
any nterest when he came back.

*hay pital, they. haiythe time, they had per-
bion wlth the gg goodsv' 14 there wa',te

.

B Now 1et us repeat the deflnltion of steward&hip égains e Stawar&*
”'~ship‘is real partnership with-God& in His purposes for the world.® )

Now let us conmect this with the idea in our scripture lesson. We

wmuldAthanhsay, -®_Stewardship- is real- partnership with Bod-in- -our-

roperty, time, and personality, in His purposes for the. worlég.®™

7 ..Think first then of the stewardship oprrﬂperty L. am.not a .
a&eward ef‘;uat a tenth of my property but I am in a partnership

Mot With God with all my property.If this is true, then I have no right
!, to uge aiy progéPty which is committed to me in any way whatsoewer -

’tkthat wilk not bring gain to God in His purposes for the world. L

“ypouw own & farm and you allow it to be used as & place on which %o -
make whiskey that will send mens souls sizzling down to helk then

- -¥ou-Bre not a steward. If you own & house up -town and it is g
b g den you have no right to say, s I do not care what the,

. —itgelf -but-merely & fruit.- e e L
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does: with the house  just so I get my rent out of it. This would not
apply to an individual alone but to an organization or a town. A
“town does not have a right to rent a vacant lot to just any thing
that comes along just in order to get some money if making that
i money means that evil influences are coming to the youmg life of the
if\\f“' towti. "I saw a rattle snake up town the other day -and it was & very-
= large and dangerous one. While I stood there looking at that thing
4 -~ - which ha& within itself-enough poisom- to kilk a number of children .
3 if only it could get to them, a good citizen said to the man with
| the snake, " I will give you a dollar if you will go and kill that
snake, " The man replied, " I have just been offiered five dollars
... for it by another man who wanted to keep it alive." One offering
L his property to put down the danger another offering his to~ keap
g the danger alive. Make your own spiritual application. :
71 am to use all my money in a way that will forward God's pur~ 1
poses for the world. This does not mean that I give it all to the
church-direetly. I use- -the part -that falls to me. to feaed my family
and make them strong physically a part to train their mindse and
earts. . hei s aright. Thus Ik am a partner with God in
His purposes.for the world, in that I have reared some human belngs
up t0 be servants of His. I do not have the-right to spend my money
in giving them training that will lead them in to the sinful prac—
tices of this world. Some people spend so much on their families
“trying to make them shine in the evil side of s clety that Lhey*'~*~~f4
have very little which they can give to God. (SFrs) S
' Haunekhovot . " In the-second place we are\s%ewarés -of-time. Not -of-one seventhkm%%
tmomne DUt 'of all of it. I can not glve Sunday to God and then give six
MéﬁrWWMAAtO the devil and claim.real. partnerahip.w1th God.. in.HL&;punggses
Wffor the world. But I must use it alk for the glory of God+ This
"“‘““‘P’ ‘doe% not mean that you must be at the chureh all the time but it <~
: does mean that you are not to spend’ your time-in an 1llegitim<‘€”ﬂﬁ g
- bu51ness. A Christian should not engage in a business t| :>w111 not
o aid God's Kingdom. You ¢ar draw your own illustrationse
Ent with money or time aside from using it all in & general way
foriGod there is a certain amount-that shéuld be given-in to-the -
specific channels of the church for the propagating of the Gospel
of the Son of God. -The Jews gave-a ‘tenth. They had the law. Jesus
never revised any thing downwargd. consequently we with not only :
- the law but also with Jesus, Calvary, the age 6?’Grace and a wordd

1

fl parish should surely not give less than a ten we _are to
good stewards, But with Paul should give as the Lord prospers us.

[;:] This would mean proportionate giving.

In the last place but not the least place is the stewardship of
personality which brings in your own inflmence. You have no right
in the world to walk in any way that your- personality will not pro-

- duce that quality of life that will forward God's purpose in the
world. You are a member of a church, lodga, society, or any other
klng of. organization. You have power, for instance, 80 to shape
the policy of that organzation that it will go hand in hand with

; God' in carrying out His purposes in the world and you do not use
-~ that influance that way. Are you playing fair ‘with your great Partnex
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