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Darkness is the absence ef light. It is & medium threugh which thieves .
and thugs travel and a cenditien that men leve rather than light when their - ~
deeds are evil. Te dispel darkness frem eur reems, eur streets, steres, banks,
and echurches we ge te enermeus expense. In darknegs we stumble, we are hin-
dered in eur pregress teward higher geals, we pass by beaties and never see the
Ne wender we prefer light. We get light frem fuels water pewers etc. either
directly er indirectly. But Jesus is the greatest light knewn te men. That
Light cemeth frem Life. "In Him was Life and the Life was the Light ef men." .
Happy i# that man, church, heme, cemmunity, er natien which has passed ever
inte it er them that Llf« that generates Light.

In thq Scripture read te day refererice is nade te ths wenderful bacgreun&ﬁ
ef this text. In eur thinking back and leeking back we ge ever in eur minds
The relatienship between Ged and man.

I Ged made man. Man had nething te de with it. Ged was thc meving metive, the
the creative pewer, and the instrumentality by wnlchwuan:came 1nt§ the werlf
He is affectienately called Father. ek aa st :

2. Ged has duties teward man and perferms them, We Spsax HUCH abaut man's dut
te Ged and perhaps because we are s¢ prene {\ leave undene eur abllgati@ns
te Ged. Since Ged made us He assumes the duty ef revealing Himself te us. =
Since we are henered by eur very creatien it ig eur duty te receive the

;WB‘vnlatlan whieh. Gad”trlaﬁmxc get te us. S , :

3. Ged has the faculty ef rcvolatlon. Hﬁ has enly been seen in Jesus Christ
plainly. He at the same time seeks te reveal Himself te &ll mankind.This
i# ne recent thing but frem the begining ef the race this has been geing
en. Jesus is the Light that lighteth every man that cemeth inte the werld. ..
This is demenstrated as fellews: .

&. Heathen religiens. We have ne right te criticise hsathaen rellglenS@Bc—
‘causge they are built up eut ef lcngings ef earnest hearts, impregsiens
frem the Hely Spirit, and experiences as rich &s peeple can have whe
de net knew ef the physical revelatien ef Ged in Christ Jesus and whe
have net had the Bible ner traditien since theusands ef years age their °

ancestry chese te depart frem the way Ged was leading the descendants ef
Adam, :

The heliest verse of the Hindee religien ig as fellews: Let us adere the.
supremacy ef that divine 8un, the Godhead Whe illuminatss all; Whe re-~
cresates all; from Whem all preceed; te Whem all must return; Whem we in-
voke te dlract our undergtanding aright in eur proecess teward His Hely
seat."Matters net when that was written Jesus must have glvcn ‘the im— -
Presgien.

. Paul feund many altars ameng the Greeks. Altars te many gads.,But thcrc
wag ene altar te the "Unknewn Ged.'Where did that faint ray telling ef
the great Ged ceme frem? Why dees Paul say that they are a law unte them
selves, that there is & law written upen their hearts? Where did they get
1t? Jehn answers, "Jesus wae the true Light that. 11ghtcth every man
that E%meth inte the.werld."

be chrtws in theix religien. We spcwk ef the Jews as the chesen pcoplq.
It might be Interesting te think abeut whether Ged chese the Jews er
did the chs cheese Ged. The race eame on éown and the anc
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» OF THE Jews chese the Ged they heard abeut in the fire side talk that was han-
ded dewn ag perfectly as masienry abeut creatien and and Ged's dealing with =
man. It came dewn threugh Shem, Japheth, Neah, Abraham, Isaac, Jaceb, and se
en. But all the time there were ethers breaking eff whe became the gantiles.
These did net chesse te keep up these eral steries. The Jews develeped in thei
capacities fer receiving the impressiens frem Ged. That is seme ef them did. -
The race did net fer many times while the ene whem Ged speke te was trying te.
lead the Jews they weuld fall back te idel wership. Ne deubt while the Jews
wers al their best Ged still leved human wenderers and was writing en the
tables ef their hearts lengings fer the living Ged.

New when Christianity is at & high peint Ged dees net dispise the Japs,
Indiang, Chineese, er any ene else. Ner did He ever de se. I am net werrying -
~@beut whem Ged has chesen as His peeple. Net ene perzen less than the whele =
human race is Ged trying te bring inte His feld. The thing that cencerns us
ig whether er net we are a cheesing peeple cheesing Him rather than ether go&%

When Jesus came seme thing strange happened. That is when the perfect g
Revelatien ef Ged came the Jews ceased te cheese Ged's highest Revelatien.But ~
the gentiles whe had been enly in the twilight ef Jesus se te speak, having ne
Bible, traditien, ner prephet yet trying te feel after the seurce fren whence -
the twilight came began readily te accept Jesus. We weuld net say that we are
the Chesen peeple but the cheesing peeple fer Ced weuld cheese that all pesblie
de ag we are deing. : :

Altheugh the Jews were inspired, that is seme ef them, yet witheut Jesus-
in their religieus system had strange ideas abeut Ged. Many felt that it/ was
Ged's will te sell ether peeples peisiened meat, and the psalmist said in P.Ss
'55?f93~mﬂaﬁﬁy‘iﬁ“ﬁ&“ﬁﬁ&%“%&k&%ﬁ“&ﬂd’daﬁhﬁﬁh the little enmes(ef Babyren)y wgaint

the steneg.” i

We are te rejeice and te preclaim it te day that Ged is net the Jupiter ,%
ef the Reman®, ner the Jehevah ef the Jews but the leving Father ef eur Lerd
#nd Savier Jesus Christ and that threugh Jesus is trying te get te every man. |
Oh that we whe are able te say "Eureka®, we whe live in the neen day splender
¢f the Light ef Jesus may call the werld te Him. Oh that we may preclaim Him
te the werld thal peeple may cease stumbling, and cease bassing by the beau -
ties that this blessed Light reveals. A1l the breken rays need te be gathered
tegethsr inte ene great Spet Light that will seen shine ints every heart a—
reund the werld. May we net sing with Whittier?

I GATHER UP THE SCATTERED RAYS OP WISDOM IN EARLY DAYS
FAINT GLEAMS AND BROKEN LIKE THE LIGHT OF METEORS IN NIGHT
, BETRAYING TO THE DARKLING EARTH THE UNSEEN SUN THAT GAVE THEM BIRTH
C:j 1 LISTEN TO THE SYBIL'S CHANT THE VOICE OF THE PRIEST AND HIERPHANT
I ENOW WHAT INDIAN KRISHNA SAITH AND WHAT OF LIFE AND WHAT OF DEATH
THE DAIMON TAUGHT TO SOCRATES AND WHAT BENEATH HIS GARDEN TREES
SLOW FACING WITH DREAMLIKE TREAD THE SOLEMN THOUGHTED PLATO SAID.
NOR LACK I TOKENS GREAT AND SMALL OF GOD'S CLEAR LIGHT IN EACH AND ALL
WHILE HOLDING IN MORE DEAR REGARD THE SCROLL OF HEBREW SEER AND BARD
THE STARRY PAGES PROMISE LIT WITH CHRIST'S EVANGEL OVERWRIT
THY MIRECLE OF LIFE AND DEATH O HOLY ONE OF NAZARETH.
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