sxmxons ON THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES
BAUL OF TARSUS.

ACTS 9

iho the scene opensg in Jtruqaiem, and the appearance is that of a
dark storm cloud with one portion, esspecially, unspent. But the heavens
in general seen to 1ndicate that the. storm is shontly to break up. This
glorioua outaomo is hoing dsvoleped by the the dinoiples of Jesua. They
have been scattéred every whgrq and every where are preaching the Gospel
of the Son eof qu.'xvanvangolﬁlware in ine land to lend their influenge
to the clearing upiof the -stormy condition brought abot largely by one
3aul of Tarsus. One of thesé'&ngqls-hgd spoken to Philip, after he had
pro&ched to a city, to go‘new‘sﬁd prouch-to an 1nd1vidua1,‘an Bu&nch_who
has the Word of God ‘but not a eclue. Best of all Jesus Himself was soon %0
throw Hin#i presence across the pathway of Saul, if perghance this mighty
-wn#my~ﬁf tﬁe eto-u mi§§¥ “be oﬁsakad in his powerful and hurtful attzet on -
Christienity. B

At presgent Baul is breathing out throatenings and slaughter against
the Chureh--those of the WAY. The figure here is of one s0 angry that he
is panting. St Luke who was maater of the Greek tongue, ohose such terms
as hest expressed, a nggrt dosparately and incessantly bent on ascomplish~ -
ing the destrustion ofﬁ%he'objeots of its resentment. Such at this time
was the heart of Saul of T&;aua; and the thought had already given ruli
proog of 1ti-nnlggp&ty in thi i&tryﬁai of Stephen, making havoc of the
church, and cntnring‘ev.ryvhouse and dragging out every man, woman, and
ekild and placing them in prison. '

Thers were no Gentile gonverts at thias time. The converts were Jews.
The Snahpdrian had Jurisdietion over all Jews every where. Saul coneeived
Q;, idea of obtatning letters from the High priest to establish his author—
I};ﬁQQQPiy-nt Christians any where reuﬂu &nd bring to ﬁrison. By gathering
th‘%h;c;%3imss * Of this Way® he hall thii of erushing the infant church,



#2. |
The letters were granted and Saul beganvhié journej to Lamascus. Da~

mascus lay north east of Jerusalem about one hundred and thirty miles. One
| authori;y‘says that it was one hundred thirty six miles. It was a very
f beautiful city and also the oldest city in the world. Fountains and gardens
- made it a wonderful retreat for those who had traveled long dust distances.
5 Just at thai‘time'1ﬂ.tha‘hiaturyref the chureh this journey and tn@-
object of its promoter ﬁaxked one cf}tha moat’seriana events connected with
- the establishment of the ehuréh‘e! Jesus Christ. In the mind ofVSagi, to
crush the Christian Jews meant the anihilatiqn éfythe new movement. It must
*bé remembered that sﬁﬁlkhad almost uniigitad power and'intluamdéi ﬁa was, no
~doubt, the strongest man that could have»ariaén againet the Kingdom of Jesus
- at that time. All héaVan mugt have tmrnad 1ts eyea to this sﬁall'bﬁnd of

travelers. God Himself saw the danger 1f Saul entered ﬁamaseus and’ a&rriea
-~out-his - in%en%%eamAaf dea%rae@ionf ¥o -human power Seemed. stxagg eneugh to.
stop him, No power that that could_legalxy be brought to bear apon the sit-

uation. - " | B
| It s astonishing, at times, to see the vigor that characterizes the
w,onaloﬁght'ef th$ wicked. Jagt\thiﬁk‘ér the 1&rga'arm1aa that can bs‘gather~-
ed for the cause afvavil.'hmek at Bshhadaa‘ﬁith that army that filied the
mountains and plains as paér 1ittla Elljah was surrounﬁadu'whihk alsoiér

"the ‘power they can accummulats in & city like ;chicaga, and the vota that

tthey gan poll in various instances. Evil has ite horrible influences over

’p&eple in that the publia fears their night time prowlings and slughterings.

‘The -seriousness of the situation af Saul enﬁaring the ﬂEye of the East®
15 evidenced by the fact that Jesus took His stand just outside the city

% walls. whan Saul reached Jesus the spot light of heaven was turned on. Just
iia# the sun burns out garﬁs'ef sarth aﬁd;makea darkness %o diéappdar~evan 80

|

'4this i&ght from heaven began the extermination of sin 4in- Saul’s 11:« and

" drove out the aarkneas of soul that waa his. The exparienes m&de it peasbm




f r'the light ‘he had. I disagree with those of that view because if there :
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ble for him @a‘hear the voice of Jesus as 1t came through the light.The
’ ainful goal 6f saul came to an ena right here. I say sinful goal aém'

visadly. Hany h&va gaid that he was not slnning but doing according to

was ever & man whe was informed in the law of the 0ld Testament it was .
saul. Than if he were: tamilsar with those teaehinga he knew the teaehing
of the Ten commandmants in which we. raad, *Thou shalt not kill." Samnl

was angry, angry iso the paint where he was' pa.nting. :

The people of “This W&yﬁ this new movement, this new chiirch were 1

his mind enemiés to his seot. He was just like you and me when we say

fay party right or wrong.® But he was stopped in this attitude in life .
by the voiee that came with the light. Al& ma&nness,)carruption, and vice
will continue as long as the curtains of sin and superstition arc ka§t |
:’~Mdraﬁnvbétwééﬂfthg%viattﬁ$ ﬁf~sn@&aa@nﬁiﬁieas andgthe"higbt. Light clears
ﬂp’the;fﬁul‘placas, turifies the musty'raam, and kille bh&rgarmﬁ”ef‘ﬁﬁﬁv"
- eages At the same time that 1t destroys the germs of disease 1t geréinates
germs of life which results in fesding anfigelthing the world., Strange
{deas about Goa'and'religion.ara'ﬂﬁﬁ*earaa by darkness and death but by
© light and life from the source of all light and life.

Saul had no more use for his letters. Those instruments of cruelty,
those letters obtained as the desire era corrupt heart were no Iongeyr
- needed. ﬁdwfwandarfui when the men has no use for his flagk, no more use
“ tor his weapons of burgalry, no more use for words of prer&nity and no
more use f@r any of the instrumants of B&n and erueslty which have hin-
 dered the cause of righ%eousnesa. Thoss things become useless when we | _
| have met Jesus and given oursels to His ways and will. The one taking :p'et:anpl.di
V.aaptive~naw becémas,the captive of thewpqxa Jesus. Abraham travaied over
‘this same road likaly‘whaﬁ ealleajgf@ad;but in opposite direction; both
rrgm“phyéieal and ap;ritggl standpainﬁ,«gn$:newfhy will be similar te




the great father of the Jewish racs..
‘The question arises 1n the readsr*a mind, Iikely,“zt the Lord could .
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save Saul 1in. this &arveloaa way why is 1t that He does not halt every
sinnar ‘and save him &nd thereby save at anaa the whole raaa?“That is a
good- question, one that every one ought to settle in him life. I am go-
Aving to answer thet Saul did not have to yéseld. ?hn revaiation was before
him that there was a power greater than he WaB . It was just upto hlm te
~ him to gay *Lord what wilt Thou have me to do?* or of eﬁraing God 11ka
" some men do when a rain destroys & field of corn. '

We might say that 1: the hindrance thrown acroo your path is not or
sueh great demonstration as that whaeh met Sau1 1t may be that you are
Just not as important in the plan of things as was he. Novertbﬁleaa it is

%»‘true that in %very ainner*a 11fe whan aver thera is & sin aammittad, the

"Eoly Spirit throws into that heart arrows of @onvietion. Aareas our p&ths

God- naa thrown sur muthers pr&yera, the aeheeis; ‘the hamaa! the ehurehea, .
‘ané varioaa other 1nat1tutiona. The Blessed word of Ged atanda ank before
us sver as & guide to our conduct. Now 1nstasd of coming clean like Banl
daid when ‘he was face to, raea with God's Son and saying "Lord what wilt

Thou have me to d@?“ we are geing araunﬁ whining and complaining ana de~
: elaring what we are nat going to d4o.

| People will stand around and talk about how bad Saul wag, wheat the -
chnrch had to face in his dsy. Yet here 4n this advenced age, basking
“71n the. acoummulated 1ight of twenty nenturiaa‘ we are found mpewing out
of eur mouths vulgarity, eriticlsing the ehurah, the pra&eher, the Sunlay
sahaol teaehara. the stewards, other faithful members, and the program

of the chureh. So far as I am ceneern&d I am glad there is a hell, If

there ahauld ngz have been one then I guess suah & place womld not have
been establishad. It ig a place where thea& breakers of 1aw, the wreckers
of homes, the blotchers of good namaa, beinga of ingxatituda to man and God 1

and the general earruytars of aeciaty may receive their just settlement.
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| Saul was man enongh to aayg “Lﬁrd what da you want ME ta do?* Jegus |

told him in words so artan uaed by Hin and angals, *Ariss and go.* "Go

into the city(where you 1ntenaad;tn'k111)«and;you will be-told what you
must do." Saul entered the city of flowers and fountains. Just as travel-

ers entered from long, hard, dusty pilgrimages and found refreshment even

so this man entered from a long difficult journey of bitterness and ha=

tred and found spiritual refreshment in nothing less than thé new birth,
| Why 414 Jésus send him ipto. the eity for some one else to telllhim
what to do? It must have been that Jesus wanted him to come face to face
with those whom he would destroy and let them *Return good for evil* end
not ki1l him bmt instruet f£fgd him in the way of life. Tehn too Jesus
seems partial 6 giving His Gospel to the world through men. It is good

ftar us tdktmp&rt b1asa1nga to those who have desired to harm us. This gave

"1ahaaiaa the chance of receiving sanl into the visiable church. One of the

o greatest. rew&rds ger our work &s cnxiﬁtiana 48 -to see the socales from from
f“isinners «yas and see them look for the first time through a@nvartaé vigion.
Ananiag had thisg priviledge of aeaing ‘the greatest sinner ( which Saul

s@id of himself in the words, "Jesus came into the world to save sinners
of wham I an chief") open hias converted eyes on the world wnaraithévwaa

to be the greatest messengér of the Gospel.

Seul received Jesus and the Holy Ghost and was baptisad. No Methodist
need worry over not being immersed for we read here that Saul arose and
wasfbaﬁtisad» There was not likely & river rumnning through that housa. He
did not likely walk to a river for it ﬁas after his baptism that he ate
end reééivaé‘strang&h. ‘

The same Christ who worked for the change of view point in Sauls xeliglon
gion. and who hslped to give him new oyes to look on the w@rld, end who
gave hin & new heart, is here to day in this twentieth century world and
'churan to aonvict ef sin through the Holy Spirit and to edify the church
to the point where it can say taithe;simngr,.“sxgthar‘aaux raaaiva{ahyv”'
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gight. All of us should learn and love to sing:

ﬁﬂm&aing'graeg‘how‘swaet the sound that saved 2 wretch like me.
1 once was lost but now I am found, was blind but now I see.®
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