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THE DEVELOPKENT™ OF THE GIFT OF GOD
In us
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Paul the great apotle is talking here to & young preagiier, but his .

talk applies to those that are not preachers just as well .He speaks of a gift

which is in Tj otEE/ﬂnZ{of aupep ofy gift which is in both you and me.The

- T

gift in Timlf pekxhaps, Wwas not the same as the one in you and the gift in jeu
is not the same as the one in me. But 511 of us have a gif%, a divine gift,
for it ic a gift of God. Then what is this gift? Is there a gefinition ﬁhat.
will suit for the gift in every one of us? Yes, it 1s ‘hat thing in us, which
if developed, will make us of use to God. X
Then ie it possible for us to stir up this gift within us? Tes, for
God is so kind to us that he never calls on us fdr those things that ake im-
possible for us to do. So if this be true the great lesson of developwgnt is
plagéd héfore Ge. And this is a great thought for"develcpﬂeng" is a word
which carries with it a wonderful meaning wherever you place it. Look at our
own nation before “he whites came here it wae void and without form. But when
our fathers began to till its c0il, tear open its hills and mountains, and
dot its surface with schools and churches the value &f development began to

be seen and wag kept in process until. to-day it stands as the freatest nation

save us shis land he desired and expectied

[

\fhye because of development. When God
' o
it to be improved. And now friends, he has given into our care and k-eping
semething much more valuable than lands. Yea, he has given us bodies, minds,

ahd enirits and wants, expects, and dermands us to "stir" them up i.e. developp

them.
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Why is 1t necessary to develop the boéy? why it makes us stronger and
more able to do efficient work for his glory. And‘sb it ie with the mind and
soul. Why isit o duty to develop our bodies? Bscause these whole beings which
“we call owrs .are in fact not our own but have been bogght_with a price. He

has bgught them three times<that is by creation, preservétion,:aad fééem@—
tion. Then we are justified in saying that if we do not lmprove our&eives we
rob God. Let's illustrate: if with a well developed body we are able to do fige
unite of work and yet we sit down and disipate so that we can do only three
unite we have robbed God of two units of werk, and to rob God is £in and sin &
is the %hing which sends us to hell. Therefore it behoovee us to stlr up the - -
gift of God that 18 in us.

e now come to the place where we can see more clearly what the gift

_in us is, for Paul tells us in the next verse that God has not given us a
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spirit of fear but of a strength or power, andof aove, and of/a sound mind.
Then there stands the character before you after the God given gifts have been

f § gstifréd up; A péwébful being having power over £atin and hell, and power to
win souls to Cod by the noble life. A being of love , one that looks well after
himself, his fellow men, and the welfare of Codd Xkingdom. A sound being, one
with a sound and a broad mind, knowing how to look at and how to over come
the great problems of life. Do not sacrifice one part of your body for the
development of the others.

Wow ag Lo some of the things which hinder the very best development of
ihe body . (1) The habbipzof drink. This habbit is very destructive to the en-

tire being, PervingAto burn up the vitality and to wreck the nerves. Do nct

pour liquid fire into your system to destroy the usefulnes s of your being.
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- chakespere spoke well along this line when he said, "O God why wj

gen place =
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an enemy in their mouths to steal away their brains? " % v '

he ,

(2) Reading bad books which do rnothing more than fire @%QIOP of both sex

for low and base things. , ‘ " :
7) FHaking resolutions® “and breaking them. = . 7 rrsmreee e o e

(4) Holding evil thoughts in our minds.

(we have not given the disc g sion on bhese points as it se@ms unuece@qary)
Then as a OlOSLHg word Lg;_amggn“t 1ook for the easy things of'lifej

but throw ourselves into the path of duty)thereby becoming strong and efficient
4

in the work of the Lord. Let's look at life from the standpoint of the poet

S

—when-he eaid, "I slept and dreamed that 1ife was beauby -

@ I woke and found that life was duty!
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