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; We tried te talk thls mokn1ng-abaut the Heuse ef Ged ahowing-that His, prts--

. gence is actually here atthis altar. That He dwells eut side ef usjas well as

ingide eur hearts. Te night we want te think ef the church ef Ged a§ that cem-

binatien ef human hearts which make up the Bride ef Jesus. OQur text ig Eph. 5;27.

“That He might pmsesent the church te Himself a glerieus church, net having spot .

or ernkll er any such thing; but that it should bf hoizvand WlchZQ/ﬁé’m1€EZ'“
Thig institutien must have an appeal toAmggsin_lif; Dess 1t2makc that)

Dees it make that appeal te day? It can if it will be w1€hout spet, wrinkle, er

any such thlng. Whether er net the church presents any such frent we de kntw

. that she is passing threugh the testing fires in this time as perhaps she never

did befere. Geerge Stanley Frazer in his bo&k “Christianity And The Man ef Today.

hag . this te say:

’ '~ ®While every age has witnessed influences that have been hostile te the

church, perhaps never befere has erganized @hristianity had te centend with ferde

g0 subtly aggressive as teday. Under the censtant fire ef criticism that has

been directed aginst the church, a vast literature of cemplaint has accumulated.

It has been alleged that the church is afraid te test its faith in the light nf

‘ reason, that it aare net face the intellect e¢f the age." ‘

-

Baren Van Hugtl pictures the masses in full flight frem the church. Hi ciapg

@ .er_this 1s that peeple have been trying t@ keep the church = =
- ‘ hely ~ S Tenstguantly the-chtifeire ef@tggﬁy'aﬁﬁwfﬁf
’W“Sil or and geld have I nwncm Neither can she say'"Arlse and Wa IR " Hecem— -
ceives the pathfinder being crushed by the machine, spirituality dag‘ncratlng
in te pelitical celer, and agitatien suplanting evangelizatien.

New if the criticism ef Mr. Yan Hugel is cerrect then there is & blame seme
where and where is it? If such criticism is true the church ef Jesuw is gpotted
wrinkled, and has blemishes. I believe the man ig abeut right. The church teday -
dees net precent itself as hely. It dees net even venture te say that can live
@ hely life. What kind ef a sensatien cemes te. yeu when yeu see seme nice applss
-acress the street and yeur meuth waters and yeu creess and purchase seme in a’
sack and when areund the cerner yeu take eul ene and there are retten spets en
it, and it is all shriveled? Yeu are disappeinted. Se with peeple approaahﬁng th
chur&h. Seme felk are net what they seemed at a distance. Where rests the blame

e churc 8 at the peeple moke it. Cententien hasg hurt..
T the cr1t101s32M32 Eu h i jgia.méhxgﬂ pé%% P Lﬁ%““” ;4%w hﬁﬁwﬁp
We as a church gan not address this age in terms ef the past Tharc was
@ time in the past when peeplse leeked en life as & shadew and upen any kind ef
jey a& & sinv.But in the light ef the present age life is real and 1ife is gar— .
nest anﬁ jey is & pessessien ef the geed man. TR :

e

*

Peeple have heen inclined te take gseme ene man's ideas as final. If- hc said

the¢ church must be thus and ge it has te be that and nething mere. But in eur

- . age as church members we must remember that *The life ef Jesus in the seuls ef

- men reveals itself in varying ferme® threugh dlffering minds, and His appeal is

bread eneugh te include life in all its diversity ef temperament . :

&. To Jehn Newten Christ was the cleanser ef seuls(Ncwten was 11bcrtinc and inf
del till Christ cleansed him)

b ‘Brewning Jesus was the gelutien ef thu dark enlgmas that haunt thc inttlliz
B :the Light te the avenuss ef truth. a Pt e TG

e. Tb Philips Breeks Jcaus was the sovarign beauty ef ths world.
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. Te e ty'J‘sus was the Burning White Light t;it,;f
: lifc of a colé formalism, /}u«a ; 'éfg G ae

- One ef the sad defects ef eur age is the dcarth af th&t vis;cn by whieh
wc are able te discern the transfermatien in the life ef the individual unles
he cemss in a certain way. Evangelists will say he must ceme runming frem t
baek ef the hauﬁc. The statistician says that he must ceme when he is in hi
teens er he will mever ceme. The medern S.S. expert says educate Kim
"Kingdem. Whenever er wherever man cemes te recegnize his lest cenditien and (r
“turns frem the carhal te ths sp1rltua1 he ig led by the same dimine Spirit.'?‘
“&, The man ef India fersaking an inheritance and geing te the ferest te feel’wecy
- after Ged is meved by the same pewer that arrostcd Saul ef Tarsus en his g
way te Damascus. ;
Stuart MilY¥ was taught by hia father to be an athclst He g&ﬁ intclIcctuz
bagig. His was denial, His deeper nature cried eut fre deeper truth. Lifc
in ncgation was net werth living. He read peetry frem Werdswerth and. it
stirred his seul and satisfied the hunger ef his heart leng sﬁarvcﬂ on th
husks ef denial.
~Leul s® Aleett ran ever the hills ene morning'at dawn and paused te rts%‘
Threugh the areh ef trees she saw the sun rise, and with it there arese in -
her & new life that sustaincé her hmreic seul in leng years ef sadness. e

o The wrznklcs, gpets, and blcmishcs in thc church teday de net ceme be-
‘cause yeu were net cenverted in this way er_that but by thiwﬂfa@t whck&g,,yt
weNe cenverted at all er n&t*Qyuﬁn s W e -

*jstruts?ﬂ If that. iss ynmr 1aea of 1iving in thc ~ ‘
& spet, and @ blemish that will prevent Jesus frem prcsonting the chureh ¢
- yeur etmmunity te Himself Hely anmd glﬁriau&. . .

The church te perferm her du%y’is'nct te beceme & clearing heuse fer s

: kinﬁa of industrial and pelitical entanglements. Other institutiens can de
“But she must give what ethers de net give. She must instlll sueh gespel ag w

‘moc% the real hunger that lies deep in the human soul. ~
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