e . THE EXCESS QF CHRISTIANITY.
ey i M&TT. 5:40. '
& If any man will sue thee at the law, and take away thy ceat,

: . 12t him have thy cleak :

‘2lse B

.. This verge cemes between these twe ether netable Pagsages in  the Ser— -~
-men en the Meunt which are as fellews: "Ye have heard that it hath been:
gaid, 'An eye fer and eye and & teeth Ter a teeth,' but I say unte yeu,
. resist net evil: but wheseever shall smite thes en thy right cheek, turn .
te him the ether alge,%———— Then the text. Beyend the text the ether verse
"And wheseever shall cempel thee teo go a mile, ge with him twain,®

. Sueh werds as these, even frem the lips ef Jesus, seund strange, and
¥Inthe interpretatien ef erdinary cenduect, seem te be beyend all reasehable
- praetieea. We preachers get all kinds ef things in eur studies. A man came - -
in ene day and was bethered aheut . a pasgage ef Seripture., "It is & passage" _
‘h#y "That exherts me te & 1iability after & suit in ceurt." He meant . .
he gave up vhat he hadd/ been sued fér the verse weuld have him ._
4 R #emnething else. The verse is eur text."If any man shall er will sue .
thee at the law and take away thy ceat, let him have thy ecleak alse." Thig
man said,"The man whe suss ne, gets enly what the law @llews."Jesus knew thak
wag the attitude ef peeple. : R

©_One ef thq eutstanding distinguishments ef the things Jesus said is te
be feund in the manmer in whieh He lifted inte universal interpretatien the
. a A . - - . ; " A - . 3 . 3 ’ 5% R

With divine fingers He weuld teuch seme erdinary er cemmen place actien and .
e interpret it that it weuld stand up in an imetality ef meaning.

&, Weman with Alabaster bex ef eintment. : s

b. & widew came timidly dewn the cerriders ef the great temple, te drep

¥n her twe mites. '

_ Jesus pictured the ceurt in actien. Men were mad there.Men were in gharp
centests fer their rights.Men are net cenvinced at law they are cempelled. -
People ge teo law te get justiee. I ge there te held tight the last right due

me er te cempel the lagt eunce ef fleszh ceming te me. Jesus saw all ef that

86 He wanted te put by the zide ef that gert ef life the kind that & Chris—
‘tian sheuld live. He sayz te us that when we ge inte ceurt and the man gues
us fer eur ceat(And by way ef parenthesis he must think that he has a claim
te the ceat er else he weuld net bring it te ceurt) and the ceurt says he iy
gets it, got right up and hand it te him. Then yeu are straight with the law.
But yeu are a Christiamn. When the law is met then yeu have & chance ag a ~
Christian. . ‘ S : L

-~ Se when the law empewered man reaches eut his Iaw sxherted hand and
takes yeur ceat, de net let him pet away with enly that. If yeu de it will
be enly a case at law, Exceed the verdiet. "Held en brethert Ceme back ene
minute. De net hurry eut with yeur ceat, here is a cleak that gees with it."
The ceat leeks better with the cleak. It was intended that the cleak be wern
~with the ceat." ‘ : : :

There must be an excess in religien. It is that cleak after the ceat
which creates that peculiar atmesphere in whieh Christian characler can ma-
. ture. Ne man &t his best is satiaficdjwith'daingfjugt/What he ig\cemnpel’
“te de. Illustratien ef Carnegie's flewer garden.The gardensr edﬁ@ain:éﬁf
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the figancgcr that the townspcople were. gsing threugh the garéen pulllng all
the flewsrs since he. had instructed that ne signs "Keep eff the grass" be put -
Up. Carneglt-saié, "¥mm Ah I understand yeu I believe. My neighbers are “fend .
L ef the flgwers are they? They k@&p ths bush@s pluckeé de they? Tchn yeu will ™
‘“fﬁhava ta P ant mere reses.t ;

Exgess~ﬁh¢ﬁ is te mark eur rellglqn. We are te be & peculiar peeple. Ve
‘may be called strange. Nevertheless de net ferjget thds he can win yeur ceat
-yeu can give hlm ysur cleak. Thc ceat LS his the cleak is yeurs.

There is & tlnge ef lﬁJuSthG in the man whe is always wanting justice.
Shyleck and the peuné ef flesh. Striet justict may be turneé'lnto & gentence.

Yeu can net be arrested while yeu . xeap the law. But eur religiens sheuld
mean se much mere than just keeping eut ef jail. The cleak that I can give
iﬁ‘far mere expressive ef my life tbak the ceak which yeu can take frem me.

] ‘ tends fer all these finer expressiens we cherish in each ether:
&A1Y eur littleness and meannessand unwerthinesg can keep their places in eur.
.~ hearts while we accept the findings ef the ceurt. But -just &s seen as the ver— -
- diet ls rendered,. and eur ceats are taken away, then in the realm where we ef—

.‘fsrgtﬁz cllaks alﬂﬁ, &l these little thlngs begln te fall behind,

Gaé Hzmsslf practices the EXGESS’?his is Ged's werld and He ceuld net
meke & thead werld and keep His ewn parsenality. Neither can veu. This univers
was Het let eut te the cheapest bidder. Ged did net need te make a diamend 1n‘
erder that the 1ané _preduce a living. He did nefif need te make the flewers.
fer man ean net aa& them. Aleng with making the utility ef the werld Ged gaﬁ?
excess, in dian rubies, flewers, ard sunsets, Net enly se but-after-all
T ihings e oW ' et aleng afid have much jey Ged gave Hig Sen te
Ny tcach ug te ﬁxatﬁé the courts, and shewed us the way ef life and then laid Fe
dewn Hie that we might receive eurs. The finest thing any ene can de with the
abundance ef life is te bestew it, and Jesus did that very thing. Ge en then
dear paeplt, that cleak is yeur epﬁertunlﬁyg Living the life that is baysné
c&mpu131on is the drum beat ef life's real march. WILL YOU CATEH THE STEP?
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