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Surely we can talk about nothing of more importance than salvation.
Yet there is graat confusion in the minds of many people about it., You
will hear psople say, *There is nothing that I can do to he saved." I
have meen thoss people. Coms of them are sincere because they have been j
taught that line of thought and nothing else. There are some who claim :
such a doctrine and from the actions of thair lives it would seem that
it is & matter of "There is no hing I want to do to be saved,t ‘

' We make bold to.say that there are two factors in salvation:
I. Godts part in salvation. '
&. Man's part in salvation.

We should say that God's part is a wonderful part and yet at the |
same time man*s part is wonderfull toc because God planned for man to ;
have a part in it. When the Standard 0il Company or many other great
‘organizations want loyal and interested employees. Employeees who are
contented and willing to do their best work what do those corporations
do? Why they sell the employess =ome stock in the company. Let them have
& port in it. God hds arranged far you and me to have & part in this

‘vatio coreir i i Ot 4
. great salvation organzzatlcn. ‘ | .
Let us now Iook at God's part in salvation. In the early dawning v

hours of the race man became sinful to the point that the Bible says,
% And it repented God that He had made man." God loved the world and

for the good of man let the Flood come, and sent great patriarchs and
Prophets to lead them out. '

There was great chasm still between man and God. Befor the racs
could be saved that chasm had to be bridgéd. Jssus was the only person
that could be the Bridge acroos that chasm. Nothing else hiﬂ steod up.
No man could establish that part in salvation so God had td it by sending
His own Son into the world as connecting link between God and man. When
Jesus had given Himself for this noble purpose we had thies situation:
GOL—Cil{IoT—~THE WORLD. And Jeus said, “No map cometh unto the Father

but by Me."™ This is one thing that God did that mon could not do.

This passage way is large enough for the whole world to pass over
and strong enough t0 support all the world at the same time 1if the world
decides to cross. We have the Invitation to come to God through Christ.
But in all the Bible you will not find where God Crosses over Christf into
the world and forces any one to come to Hin through the provision of Jesus, -
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When I was a boy people had drovas of hogs that would almost go wild :
in the large bottom ranges. A man might sell his wild drove to some neighbor
This neighbor, in the hog and cattle business, would pay for the hogs. He '
theniggonuld go into the swamps and calX his hogs. After much effort he
migh¥F get, them. Or he might fail to get all of them into his lot. Those
hogs® could not kesp him from calling. He had bought but did nof Possess. ;
God through the hlood of Jesus has bought the whole .world but as you will
agree He does not yet possess the hearts of all men. Well if God is the V
only one that hag to do with salvation and we have nothig that we can
do then why doess not Ged have all his creaturss in His Kﬁngd@m?‘
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g * God willeth the death of no #an but would that all men come G
unto Him and live." Jesus came and called men. In no age have all men -
come to God simee Nomh and his family. Jesus said, *If any men WILL B
come after me-——ete.® It seems from this that God has Ieft something :

L for man to do. He made him a free moral agent. Man could mot do that

%w © so this was part of the plan which God had tp look after., ,

) God gent the Holy Spiritf into the world to call people. People
can not keap Him from calling any more than the hogs could keep the .

~owner from calling. His ealling through which He convicts us of sin
is the first step in salvation. I heard a minister of another faith
say ‘that God finishes what He starts. That when He starts to save a
man He finishes it. Conviction starts salvation and I ean not keep
the Holy Spirit from doing that. What is true of me is true of aill
men. Then if God finishes that which He starts all men will be saved
whether they do any yielding on their part or net., ‘

- Now man*s part. Man must repent. We have no promise of salvation ;
unless we repent of our sins. Now God deew not repent for us. He never has
arrd mever will., T must believe. God has mever said that He would be—~
lieve for us. But the Bible says, "He that believeth om Jesus Christ . -
hath eternal #ife but he that beldéveth not hath mot-life.* So the RBible
gays, "Work out your salvation with fear and trembling.* Why fear? There
is damger of Tetting it &lip. ' L

A<; In other words when I have repented, believed, and obeyed to point\
: f conversion I must then work to keep myself unspotted from the werld. )
3 If being converted is all that is necessary then Christianity does not ~
s amount to very mueh it seems to me. Some says, "But He is able to keep .
§ ~ . that which I have committed unto Him.* To be sure He is able to keep it.
: " So is the People*s Bank down here able to klep the monmey I deposit there
for they have good vaulte., But I have a cheek book and may draw all that
I have out at any time, ‘ : o : , :

It does mot matter to me how you are converted, whether in a pe~
vival, around the family altar, in Sunday schoel room, out in the woeds:,
inm the desert, or any where else. The thing that does vitalky concern
me is that you be converted and that after conversion you show proof
of your mew birth by giving up the sinful things you once liked ang& now
do the works and will of God in newness of life and with a great zeal.

PUTTING AWAY THE SWORD.
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