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Ve read mueh in these days of tragiﬁy ané ycﬁ we alse see some thing
‘ef the glery ef achievement. Let us think fer.a while this morning en the
1;;g1@wy &f e@mplttcncss»@r thc tragléy @f the Iast gtep.

ol lnv‘thiﬁ mufinishcd if Teft th&t wayﬁ‘fVcs eff a bad appearance. Ir
& thing unfinifhed i@~bting*werkod at toward completien it loeks goed to
- me,~There is a.grcat gloxry in camplctcn ~'That is to say yeu begin seme
'project and yeu vismalize the geal Fonder when it will be finished. Yeuw =~
~ Iaber to that end and one day in magnificence yeur drtam,stands in e@ncrttc
i f@rm.' '

: -This leads us up %o think of the tragidy ef the last step. The lagt
nay be a tragidy in twe WEY S To take the last step may be’ traglcal oF n@ﬁ .
te take the last step may al&@ be ruineus, : s

, £ may may geo 11ve thkt all the peeple think well of him and hls in-
fluence is goed in the cemmunity but enm day he gives off an expression -
th&&» rieves yoeu because yeu sSee« in it that yeu have been mistaken in the
» he while. His real self has been hidden behind desires te make
e mg@&d impressien and likely te hold a job. Under some little provocatien
s 3l self is allowed to sprlng-f@rth like & tiger. ané,puneturt his in-
‘*«1&;&@; and like the seap bubkle it venishes @aﬁ of sight. I saw that hap—
. pen-on your streets ‘here not leng since. The tragidy of the last step.Dr.
" Weatherferd tells of a young man whe was in Vanderbilt Universitsy. He often
went in to the lower distriets of the city to study soeial problcms; In-his -
"~ ewn words he went there also to meet with temptations’ ‘that he. might learn te.
© regist-thens Butafter—four-yenrs of - &QLEWJJ t near his gradu&tien he made
- the fatal step and ruined his physical bedy and blighted his Tuture- hopes. -
- I have told you before of a young man in Millsaps C@llﬂge wh@ made fine
- ‘grades up to the last term of his senior ysar and then ‘wag -found ehoatlng
‘on his examiénation, was expelled from collsge, and.disgraced before the .
whele student boedy. szpcrlng with Bin 1eads‘yeu on to that p@int where y@u T
lstop over the prcclpiee, ; o a B .

Sin in your early life may make thc-last lap of yaur ideal 8 trag1éy.;~
Moses had a goal away out yonderte go into the promised land but a sin in
his 1ife kept him from reachig his goal. David alse had an ideal of building
the temple but a sin in his life left the building of the temple to anether -
his son Selomen: A1lI aleng through life you sheuld do as you are advised to
- de ag you enter aetraln to day. You see before you th1s adv1cc, "Watch year e
,step.“

New as to the last step untaken btlng & tragidy‘wc have many cxamplss
in the Bible and in ¢ther places. A rich young ruler came to Jegus to knew
o gowt this thing ef- receiving eternal lifes Jesus told him ef the& command-
" ment® and he said that all of those he had kept from his youth. With that
Jesus t61ld him that there was enly ene other step to take. To take that stcp
neant eterdal life for the young man, met to take it meant tragidy. We have
npe aceount ef the young man ever taking thc step. In @thor W@rds he never
ifinishcé out hiif course..

-

3 - Jesus rotmphaszzeﬁ thls doctrine in Rcv@ %;IO, * Be . theu falthful unte
- death and I will give thes a crown eof life." Toe many'b@rder land Chrlstiaﬁ

‘Iike the Israelites who wanted to. Btay with th&ir agtures Trather
*on_inte G%ﬂaan. ""'tisficd to let the .@than p 'z
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Ne 2. Tragldy @f 1a$t stcp.

membered though that Qﬁst bacause some like to st@p short of the goal does
not mean that, the Kingdom is going to stop. All the powers ef hell can not
stop its onsweep. Oh yes it can be hindered there is no question about that
but woe unte the one who does hinder.Getting next to a goal does not mean
that you have reached it. Seing in the Wilderness near Canaan did not mean
that they were in C&naan. A woman had her tooth removed because she was
having toeth ack so badly.Some ene asked her if she had had the toeth re-
moved and she replied "I ahd a tooth removed, the dentist made a mlstskc
and goet the one next to it."The achc Temained. ‘

as ﬁn@ther tragical last stcp is te put off being a Christian. "Geo thy way
at a more convenient season I will call for thee.® And Agrippa said to Paul

*Almost thou pesuadest me to be a Ghrgghiano““ Almest é&an net avail, almast

is but to fail, almest but leost."

- Perhaps the grsatest tragldy in the church today is the almost Christian.
Member of the church but net at heart a real Christian. Mest all ef the a—
musements whaich have been stamped by ‘the church a& worldliness when written
up as having happened, you notice almost invariably ifiwés the entertainment
was given in & church members home. The chureh can nct have power to the nth
@egree withouit a consecration ef its membership and ef its pastor te the point -
where &l that is questionable ig put beneath their feet and the chureh, its
Chrlst, and iﬁé cvory work exalted to a realm high and lifted up above alI else.

"Almost thou pesuadest me to be @ Christian, I would to God that not only
thou but &lse all that hear me this day~wero both almost and altogether sueh ’
ag I am save these bonda."

There is glory in eompletcnoss, in getting things Just right. If y@u 1aek i

@& little it is just tragidy. Paul,salgﬁSEI have fought & good fight, I have

kept the faith, I hava FINISHED MY CO " He completed the thing, got it right
groryand-gabitiacti-on-if-it. Alxr men started for Paris were -

wrecked on the sh@re and get ta erlin further than Paris, 4 lady and a man- |

started to Paris got nearly acroBe but landed in the water and were. picked up

by a ship, A Mexican started to Washingten en a non step flight but en account -

ef fog had to stop for just a little while en the way. He got to Washingten

‘but said,"I have arrived but my people will not be proud of me hecause I had to,

stop. But.previeus teo all this a lone man stmrted te Paris anddstorms were met

and problems were faced but straight as an arrew Linborgh from the clouds

shet inte Paris. .
- This my friends is the only kind of Christian life that can be r tlly

forceful. Making'thc lagt sttp right, net almest but altegether, and com—

plete.

0 LORD GIVE GRACE I PRAY TO ME
" THAT I WITHHOLD NO POWERS FROM THEE
FOR THOU CANST TAKE MY LITTLE---ALL
AND ON IT LIKE THE DEW MAKE FALL ' ‘ #
T [;:) THY BLESSING TILL MY LITTLE'S:-GROWN , '
T0 ‘WONDROUS SIZE-—-——AND ALL THINE OWN,

MY ALL MY ALL TO BE FOR:THEE

LIKE BREAD AND FISH IN GALILEE

THOU CANST INCREASE; AND THEN OANST BLESS
- WITH WHAT THOU CALLEST SUcCESs

LORD HELP ME TO INCREASE THIS DAY :

AND FOR SOME OTHERS LEAD THE WAY.
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