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' ® THE CHRISTIAN STANDARD." _ - .
*Be ye therefere perfect even asxycur'_éz yas P ' i
. Father whieh is in heaven Yl Cpyp oy, /

is perfect.® ‘ ot -

This ig & day ef standards. "But I de net believe in standards." If ysu

- de net believe in them then yeu practice what yeu de net believe. Fer yeur
publiec scheels have a standard. Te teaech in an all Seuthern affiliated schzel
yeu must have yeur degree frem an A grade cellege. I see DeeDle spending all
they have that their sens and daughters may be able te get thege degress. Yeu
de believe in & standard. If yeu claim net te then yeuw are  ust shewing that
yeu are tee lazy te werk fer the high prize. Parents &ll ever .Luis natien
are nerveus every scheel merning trying te get the children te scheel en time
why? They want them en the hener rell. Want them te measure up te a standard.

That cest semething but it is all right. It gets the children te fight-
ing and driving themselves against the lazy spirit of flepping dewn in te the
plain ef "Den't caref What is the result? They get the habit and the habit
passes ever inté real jey ef aceemplishment. They have werked teward & high
standard and achieved. New if this is dene with geed results in eur public
gcheeals, in week day educatien why net held up just as high standard fer the
Sunday scheel which is designed te eulture the seul ef the child? And why net
have & high standard fer the fhurch in general? Jesus did have such a stan-
daré snd se expressed it when He said, "Be ye therefere perfect even as yeur
Father which is in heaven is perfeect.'

New whether we like it er net He said it and said it in mm unmistakable
tenes. Our church cemes:aleng and asks us preachers when being received inte
full cennectien,” Are yeu geing en te perfectien? Are yeu greaning fer it?

Tn this He dees net mean any finatieal stuff like a man claiming heliness

and running eff befere the meeting is ever with seme ether man's wife. Neithe
dees He mean that yeu get se geed that the devil will just leave yesu nd
never present a temptatien. The devil tempted the Christ but didé net get Him
te yield te the temptatien. The geal which Jesus has set is net finatieal
and{i/Aonl,that we ag His fellewers sheuld despise.

What dees Jesus mean by living & perfect life? Dees He mean that I can
1ive witheut sin te day and that that very fact means that I am perfect fer
all time? Ne net in the least. I may resist the devil teday and ceme eff vie-
ter. Things may be revealed te me te day te de and I may de them te the best
3 ef my ability accerding te the light I have. But if @& Christian has the facul
— ef grewing at all, and we are exerted te "Grew in grace and in knewledge®,

‘ then perfectien er what weuld be perfectien te day is net pefegitien fer te-—
merrew fer my pewerg te day are less than they will be temerrew. The secend
grade child makes A's en all its subjects but thig dees net mean that it has

' alse perfected its third grade werk. It dees the sedend up te its ability
_but its fifth grade dene up te A standard means that harder beeks and mere
‘cemplex subjects have been selved. And it means alse that the persen deing it
has grewnd away frem secend grade ability te fifth grade ability. It is pit-
~ iful te see peeple always dewn in the first er secenfi grade in their spiri
tual lives. ' . . '

This ceunsel ef Jesus hag the appsarance ef a ccmmané, He Who.haS’sﬁsea
en the heights te which He calls all men, hag besen calling fer twenty.cen—
turies. And why de seme ef us net ge? Whittier Heard it and gladly sang:

I knew the V@f@?ﬁlike nene beside en land er sea
Ch seul ef mine rejeice, ‘
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By all He reguires ef me
I knew what Ged Himself must be.

Oh Lerd and Master ef us all,
What'er our name eor sign

We ewn Thy sway, we hear.Thy call,
We test eur lives by Thine.

Thigs Is the enly way te test eur lives. We can nei measure eur lives
by seme .ether human being and say "My lfe is as geed as his."We must cempare
eur liveg with nene except with.His. The tenes ef the veice ef Jesus awaken
harmenies unheard befere in the human seul. He speaks te a lenging in the
heart ef manm that ne eye had ever seen se clearly as His. Of Celumbus it was
gaid, "The instinct ef an. unknewn centinent burned in him."Te Christ that
flaming instinct fer better thanm he has yet attained, in every man's seul
was a&s distinct as the burning bush te Meses. Net every man like Celumbus
leeked fer @ centinent but seme like Abraham leeked fer'a city mhmsm which
hath feundatiens whesa builder and maker is Ged."™ Men leek 1f yeu pleass
fer the 01ty ef man's life fulfilled in Ged. .

Primiative man unsatlsflsd with his length ef-vigien came en up and made
the telescepe and micrescepe. When his veice. ceuld net carry far eneugh he
made the telephene and.telegraph. Aspiratien is still en fire and and all the
imprevemsnts are layed behinfi and the inventive mind sees the prize still
hanging eut befere him. Just && these things are se, matters net hew well
he ig living up te tedays light, man finds within his seul & hunger fer right-
GoUSNess, as real amd persistent as the hunger fer bread and ag hie bm mind fer
facts.

That perfactnass fer which we crave ig in Jesus., In Him ig the cemplete

fectness ef every eceupatien, the perfect trading, the perf@ct heuse keeping,
the perfect handicraft, the perfect scheel teaching, they are all in Him.®

(fheﬁs ef all eur incempletensss. Philips Breeks ence said,'" In Him is the per—

The divine purpese fer humanity is werking eut te a glerieus censumatien.
When &1l things shall be gathered tegether in ene and Ged shall bhe all and
in all. Man partly is and whelly hepes te be. When we fasten eur syes en
Christ, faculties which we have never used stir within us, The seul hears the
call ef the divine Mate and Maat&r.@bhe building ef. the perfect man is the
neblest werk that can ge en in the werld.It is the very crewn ef Ged's
creatien. It is Christ's standard fer humanity.

We thrill under the influence ef the divine intellect; we tremble un-
der the influence of the divine will, but wa seften and surrender under the
influence ef the divine character, gentleness, pity, and leve.

Prefesger Figke ef Harvard Univergity said, " The future is lighted for
us with radiant celers eof hepe. Strife and sorrew. shall disappear. Peace and
leve shall reign supreme. The drcam ef the peets, the lesson ef the prisst
and prephet, the inspiratien ef the great musicians, is confirmed in the light
of presnet kne¥ledge, and as we gird eurselves up fer the werk of life, we
may leok ferward t¢ the time when in the truest sense the kingdems ef this

world shall beceme the kingdem ef G@d and Christ and they shall reign f@r@ver.“

Genzale in rebellien agalnst thc King ef Spain was flushcd with many &
victery. He was making & stand in which he heped te be the victer ever the
king. But many things had happened witheut hig knewledge. His seldiers be-—

gan te deubt the legality ef his cause and the authenticity ef his title.They

saw the reyal banner with the emblem ¢f the Spanish crewn upen it

a
and ene by ene dvancing

and squadren by squadren thsy left him and jeined the king -
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 @nd the.battle was wen witheut the firing ef a gun...wen fer the King. The

Prince, ¢f this werld is flushed with many victeries; his ferces are well
equlppcd and and entrenched. But the time is ceming at & time when the devil-
thinks net when his fellewers will deubt hisg title and will ceme away frem

his tyrany and cry, "Blessed be the King ‘that cemeth in the name ef the Lerd.

"Theu &rt the King ef Glery, Oh Christ, Theu art the Everlasting Sen ef
the Father."Theu aré the One Whe dest call us te be perfsct cvsn ag eur
Father in heaven is perfect.”
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