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" The work of Jesus Christ in a life does not-stop With éalvatioh, nor"-‘\'%‘rfﬁﬁ:” ]
"knowledge of God’s will; it culminates in obedience to 'God’s will.. Obedience

is enshrined in the commandments and is at the heart-of all “Christian ¢on=-
duct. ‘“ Obedience is .the initial.wirtue, write§ Dr. George Hodges., ‘It
is important iK€ a gréat stone in the foundation:  if such a stone gives way;
the wall above begins to crack. All civi¢ betterment, all progress of nations
and of chiirches, all righteousness, depend upon it. It is to be pointed out
in the lives of the saints and heroes, and enforced by precept upon precept,
‘and made a matter of prayer. It begins with the just-and certain laws of the
‘home and proceeds to-the Divine-laws of heaven and earth. It teaches the
lesson “which all the Scriptures teach by admonition, and which life teaches
by.experience, sometimes too late, that goodness and happiness are bound up
together. Not necessarily goodness and material happiness, but goodness
and the true and substantial -satisfaction of life.
and penalties 6f God.

~+4 Children are to be instructed that they are to obey their parents not only!

because that is the desire of their parents but. because it is the will of God.

‘And they are to be shown how peace and order and efficiency and. happiness
depend upon it under all conditions, in families, in armies, and in nations.:
It is one of the universal principles upon which the whole universe of God is:

ordered. Bv the help of religion, by aid of the Bible and of the church, as

It illustrates the rewards
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'to appear above the ground, and it would be injured by the tramping of the
‘horses; so he sent a boy to shut the gate to the field, and told him on no
‘account to-allow anyone to pass through the gate. The boy followed instrue—

;saw that speaking was not of any use they threatened him, and when threat<
‘ening was of no use they offered him monéy, if he would let them through the-

How to Obey God. There was once a farmer who saw a party of horse- .
men out hunting over his farm. He had one field which he was very anxious :
that they should not ride over, as the young crop of wheat was just beginning

tions. One after another of the horsemen spoke to the lad, and when they

gate. But all was in vain. Presently one of the horsemen rode up and said-
in stern, commanding tones, My.boy, you do not know me. I am the Duke = -
of Wellington, and I am not acctistomed to be disobeyed, and I tell you to | e
open that gate at once.”” The boy took off his cap and said, very respect-
fully, “I am sure the Duke of Wellington would be the last person in the -
world to wish me to disobey orders.” The Duke was highly pleased with the
reply of the boy and said, ' T honor the man or boy who can be neither bribed
noz - frightened nor threatened into doing what is wrong. With an army of ™
such soldiers I could conquer the world.” Handing the boy a sovereign the
Duke put spurs to his horse and galloped away, while the boy, in high glee,
returned to the farmer, shouting as he went along the road, “ Hoorah, hoorah,
T have done what Napoleon could.not do, I have turned back the Duke of
Wellington.” o N

Now Jesus wants his followers to obey him as that boy obeyed the farmer.
e wants boys and girls and men and women who can neither be frightened |

¢ threatened nor bribed into doing what is wrong, and methinks Jesus: -
would also say, ‘‘ With an army of such followers I would soon conquer the
yorld.”—]. M. Mitchell, in “ The Secret of Pgrpetgal Happiness.” —
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