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b BTy ' THE RESURRECTION OB THE BOLY BRINGING
| TO PASS THE IDEA OF IMMORTALITY THAT THE HUMAN HEART
- CRAVED BEFORE CHRIST
CANE. :

%t is.a geed thing fer the spring ef .the year te ceme. The chilly winds
of winter and the biting celd are se destructive ef life that we get te think-
ing dead leaves, dead flewers, dead grass, dark days, and blue days. This runs
ever inte the mental and spiritual and we see se many peeple buried, se many .
interests ef the church lifeless, and se many church members dead altheugh
their physical beings are still walking areund that we get te thinking dead.
Even ad' I read te yeu my lessen teday and teek this text yeu theught ef & fu= .-
: neral. Se it is geed fer the flewers-te bloem apuin &nd fer the birds te sing
- ence merw Tercing befere eur eyes the fact that winter is ever. May it be that
1 this will run ever inte the mental and spimitual se that we may see bright
; prespacts fer & great crep ef the fruits ef the Spirit this year. = -

- We are net se far remeved frem the time ef Paul that we are net gtiilk
asking "Hew are the dead raised up and with what“bedy de they ceme?" It is
net,g thing unnatural ner unexpected that peeple sheuld ask such quastiens.
Ther¥ are many things that make pesple te have inquiring minds just &t this -
peinfi - _ L
a. There is the seed planted in the earth. Smmething springs up frem it and we

see & reasen fer it. The reasen is that it is & seund seed when buried and

] hag.in it the germ ef life. That germ of life in the seund seed springs up
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b. But new here is the bedy. It, unlike the grain ef cern, is buried after the °

germ af life Is gene frem it. Now since it is dead @&lready ne germ left in

it it is but natural fer yeu and fer me te ask, "Hew are the dead raised up -

and with what bedy de they ceme." Paul stimulates us te ask that questien

when he said, " Theu sewest net the bedy that shall be.* Even the grain ef
- cern s net the bedy that shall be but *bare' grain.
¢. If Ged is & Zpirit and heaven is te be & werld ef spirits will we need ithe
bedy? .
d. If these bedies, with ne germ ef life in them, will be raised up will net.
v the dead bedies ef @nimals alse be raised up? Did net the same law that made
us die make them die? S» ¥%« WW = at 7 :
2. went s Yo shonple 0y Aecogud brolitn foring ? proad” €506
: These are reasenable questiens and te get at the answers we ge primararily
'te twe things: ' '
&. The cravings ef the human heart.
b. The written werd of Ged.
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What has been the craving ef the human heart? Observe:
I. The Indians feund in America lenged fer & Happy hunting greund and buried
the dead with that in view laying by him his deg. _
<. The Egyptians lenged fer centinued existance and came te believe that fer
such te happen the bedy must be reanimated.
&. Abraham believed that if he sacrificed his sen that Ged weuld raise him
Up « S _

w%n £hc Bible we find;

- I. Enech was translated. ,

-+ 8. Jeb said, "“Yet frem my flesh shall I see Ged."

4. &< The Psalmist said, "I shall be satisfied when I awake with thy likeness."
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#ﬁ AESURRECT ION OF TiE BOLUY.

" But the risen body of Jesus was not the first human body raised up..
The widow's son, the damsel, and Lazargus all were raised before the body
of Jesus. Theirs, however, were raised back to mortal form but that of Jesus
was raised to.the eternal form and was the first of that kind. "He became the
first fruits of them that slept.®

Since the body of Jesus, after the Resurrection, is the efact type that
our resurrected bodiss will be, I think we will all be interested to look
at His body for & few observations:

I. It was one that could be seen. Many people saw it. More than five
hurdred at one time saw it. It saw, it heard, it spake.

<. It was a body that disregarded solid walls..think of bones or flesh
penetrating solid walls. I do not know offi any scriptural proof that Thomas
felt the wounds. It seems that when hs saw the nail prints he Jjust cried out
"My Lord and my God." But on-another occasion we réad, "And as thoy went to
tell His disciples, behold Jesus met them saying, 'All haill and they came
and held iiim by the fest.®

3. Many think that e had power to assume bodily form that was vigible
to fleshy eyes when it was necessary.

K>M*”émaw% 4. His must have been a translated body for we have no account of His
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““body decaying and going back to dust. What became of the minerals of His body

Through the power of God they were eliminated, naybe contrary to the laws

oentd  Of nature...i.e. by miracle...just as th%‘ldw of gravitation .was laid a-
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side when He ascended into hsaven.

We lock upon the Bible as the inspired word of God so we may safely go
to it and trust the tesachings concerning the resurrectsd body. Paul is a
great authority on all the subjects he discusses. His idea is that _not the
same body will rise as was placed in the grave. “Thou sowest not the body tha

shall be.* "Qur citizenship is 1,i1w1i0__we\am1t for the Lord

Jesus, who will fashion anew the body of our humiliation, it may be con-
forme& to_the bod Tory." He uses the seed process. We sow not the
BU¢?‘tﬁéi\éhaIT_E%\Eﬁf—E§§%~§?§1n. We sow a natural body, we reap a spiritual
body, which is to be identified with the gamave body as the plant is exactly
identified with its seed.

The Egvptian idea was that the soul would come back to this material
body and they mumified the body so that the soul could find it. The Pharisees
had about the same idea. But the example of Jesus resurrected body and Paul's
te&chlng of the same carries us so far beyond these imperfect ideas. .. .

Paul-does not make me feel blue that this same body will not rise who
could desire that the boy yonder born with @ horribly deformed body should
go through eternity with such? Who could desire that the deafl mutes of the
world suffer that condition for ever? Who would want Helen “ellar deaf, dumb,
and blind go on forever that way? 5o it does not make me blue that such as
that will be corrected in the RESURRECTION POWER. My heart is made to be full
of joy in that Faul says that God will give us a body that pleases Him and
if it pleases my Good God I know that it will please me.

After all the supreme message of Easter is not the kind of body that we
shall have but that there will be continuity of life bayond the grave. Life
eternal life.

"'Tig life of which our nervea are scant
@ 'Tis 1life, not death for which we pant.
More life and fuller, that we want."
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